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Seeking reliable and realistic advice about your 
self-publishing project from approachable 

and experienced professionals?
Whether it be writers’ services companies like The Writers’ Workshop, Words Worth
Reading or Bubblecow, high street and online retailers like Lovewriting.co.uk, literary
agents, even other publishers – not to mention the Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook for the
last nine years... time and again Matador is recommended to authors wishing to self-
publish a book or ebook for pleasure or profit. 

We produce books for authors to their specifications at a realistic price, as print on
demand, or as a short or longer print run book.  As well as a high quality of production,
we also insist upon a high quality of content, and place great emphasis on the marketing
and distribution of self-published books to retailers. 

“We've always liked Matador because they have the best values in their industry. Apart from
anything else, they actually try to sell books. It sounds crazy, but most of their rivals don’t. 

They print ’em, but don’t care about selling ’em. Matador do.”  The Writers’  Workshop

But publishing a book is the easy part... getting it into the shops is harder.  We offer a
full sales representation and distribution service through our distributor and dedicated
sales team.We also offer a full ebook creation and distribution option to our authors,
distributing ebooks worldwide and selling direct from our website, giving authors up
to 85% of their ebook cover price.

Ask for a free copy of our guide to self-publishing, or download a copy from our
website. Or call Jennifer or Lauren if you want to speak to a human being! 

www.troubador.co.uk/matador
“A new breed of self-publishing companies offer authors a kind of halfway house between

conventional self-publishing and the commercial kind.  Of these, the company that has gone the
furthest is Matador...”   Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook Guide to Getting Published

Chosen self-publishing partner of Lovewriting.co.uk. Recommended by writers’ services like The Writers’
Workshop, The Writers’ Advice Centre for Children, Oxford Literary Consultancy, Fiction Feedback,
Bubblecow, Words Worth Reading, and PR agencies like Midas PR, Literally PR, Cameron Publicity, 

Booked PR and Startup PR.

Troubador Publishing Ltd, 9 Priory Business Park, Kibworth, Leics LE8 0RX
Tel: 0116 279 2299   Email: matador@troubador.co.uk

Matador®

Serious Self-Publishing
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3 

 

Welcome to SWANWICK 
The 66th Writers’ Summer School 

 

CONTENTS 
           PAGE 

Getting the Most Out of Swanwick 4 

Chairman’s Welcome 5 

Your 6-day Programme Guide 6-17 

‘Ins and outs’ – Information for your Stay 18-20 

The Road to Swanwick (route map) 21 

At A Glance Timetable 22-23 

Site Plan and Key to Venues 24 

Specialist Course Details and Tutors 25-26 

Short Course Details 26-31 

1:1 Specialist Sessions 31 

Afternoon Workshops: TWH, Software & Social Media 32-34 

Extra Features 34-35 

Introducing our Guest Speakers 36-38 

Your Committee for 2014 39-40 

Agenda for the 66th AGM 41 

Questions before Swanwick? Ask Lesley! 
Email secretary@swanwickwritersschool.org.uk 

Tel: 01290 552 248 



4 

 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF SWANWICK 

Each year we do our best to give you a wide variety of courses and workshops.  
Unlike many other writing conferences, we don’t expect our delegates to choose 
their courses until they arrive.  This gives you the freedom to try whatever you feel 
like on the day!  However, for those of you who are new to Swanwick, or who are 
pursuing a particular writing goal, we thought you might find the following course 
and workshop ‘packages’ a useful starting point to plan your week. 

GETTING STARTED 

 Successful Short Stories 

 Astro-Characterisation 

 Storytelling 

 Manifesting Your Goals 

 The Scrivener Toolkit 

GETTING PUBLISHED 

 Editing Your Novel 

 Online eBook Marketing 

 The People’s Friend 

 Producing an eBook 

 10 Tips for the X Factor 

GETTING DRAMATIC 

 From Idea to Script 

 Swanwick Page to Stage 

 Playwriting 

 Public Speaking 

 Alternative Fairy Tales 

GETTING POETIC 

 Playing with Words 

 Haiku 

 Poetry open Mic 

 Points of View 

 Childhood Memories 

GETTING A GENRE 

 Fantasy World Building 

 Comedy Sketches 

 Crime Writing 

 Children’s/YA Fiction 

 Memoir 

GETTING REAL 

 Ways of Seeing 

 Wild Words 

 Interesting the Media 

 Let’s weet 

 Organise Your Writing 

Poetry Open Mic

Let’s Tweet
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Someone asked me recently to sum up the legendary magic of Swanwick and I 
realised how hard it is to put into words - even for a writer - until you have 
experienced it for yourself. 

If this is your very first visit to the School, you will find no place more welcoming 
than Swanwick. The friendships you make during this unrivalled week are as special 
as the setting in which they are forged. Those who return year after year often 
compare it to Brigadoon, because it feels like you have never been away. 

This year's programme has all your favourite features, including a fascinating line-up 
of Guest Speakers and a huge choice of courses, talks and workshops throughout 
the week. In response to member feedback, we have introduced a change to the 
afternoon programme with 'The Write Hour' - a series of themed workshops linked 
to our Specialist Course subjects - which will give you more time and opportunity to 
write. There's also a choice of Software and Social Media workshops, so have your 
laptops, tablets or smartphones at the ready! 

By popular demand, we are featuring another 'Procrastination-Free Day' on 
Tuesday so you will have no more excuses for putting off that tricky chapter, 
character or scene. For any budding crime writers, the Derbyshire Police Forensics 
team are making a special visit to the School to put us through our paces with a  
real-life crime to solve. 

Following the launch of our Deric Longden Swanwick Memorial Prize competition, 
we are delighted to welcome the wonderful Aileen Armitage, Deric's widow, as our 
Monday night speaker. Aileen is being joined by other members of the family, 
including Annie Quigley and her husband Martyn (our Tuesday morning speakers), 
in order to meet and congratulate our competition winner.  

As always, there are those special touches which add to the magic of the week, 
from tea and cakes on the lawn to a well-stocked bar and a fabulous programme of 
evening entertainment. Plus the chance to browse through our Book Room and 
perhaps sell a few of your own. 

Enjoy!  

Diana 

(Diana Wimbs, Chairman) 

IF WRITING HAS YOU UNDER ITS SPELL 
... there's magic in the air at Swanwick. 

Diana
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For Site Plan and Key to Venues see p.24 
At a Glance Timetable on pp.22-23 

SATURDAY 
Venue 

From 3:30 WELCOME TO SWANWICK 
 

 Room registration and key allocation: Please go to 
the reception desk in your chosen accommodation 
area, e.g. Main House, Lakeside or Alan Booth Centre. 
There is ample car parking for the Main House (facing 
you as you enter the complex) and for Lakeside/Alan 
Booth Centre (clearly signposted to the right). 

 
 Conference Office open: We’re here to help if you 
have any queries. Our office is on the left as you enter 
the Main House reception, but if you have any difficulty 
finding us, just ask a committee member or steward. 
Daily opening times are indicated on the door.  (See 
Site Plan p.24) 

3:30-6:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN - AUTHORS ONLY  
REGISTRATION OF BOOKS FOR SALE  
 
 Please ensure that every book has a detailed card 
inside (author/title/price) and that your list is ready 
before taking your books into the Book Room.  

 
 Don’t forget your s.a.e. - essential for that all-important 
sales cheque after Swanwick! 

4:30 Tea 

5:15 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

Vital info about the week ahead... 

plus prizes! 

Diana Wimbs MCH 

YOUR 6-DAY PROGRAMME GUIDE 
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EVENING PROGRAMME 

5:30-6:30 Bar Open   

6:00-6:30 TR FIRST YEARS’ RECEPTION 
A special welcome to ‘White Badgers’ from 
Committee and Tutors. 

6:30 Dinner   

7:50 VC announcements Michael O’Byrne MCH 

8:00-9:00 Guest Speaker - CHRISTOPHER LEE 
Writing: Learn the rules of the game. 

(see p. 36)  

MCH 

9:00-11:00 Bar open   

9:30-10:30 ICE-BREAKER 
Alternative Fairy Tales 

Julia Pattison MCH 

 Come along and let your inner child out. No 
previous drama experience needed. 

 

9:30-10:30 WHAT ARE YOU WRITING 
NOW? 

Lois Maddox TR 

 A social start to the writing week.  

If you love Swanwick and want to ‘give something back’ to the School, why not stand 
for election at this year’s AGM on Thursday? Ask any Committee member during the 

week - we’ll be happy to explain what’s involved. 

FREE DOWNLOADS 

To access downloads from some of this year’s courses and workshops, visit: 
www.swanwickwritersschool.org.uk/downloads 

 

*PASSWORD ______________________ 

*Password will be revealed at Swanwick 
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SUNDAY  

Venue 

MORNING PROGRAMME 

8:00 Meditation by the Lake 
(see p.34) 

Katherine Bolton  

8:30 Breakfast   

9:30-10:30 SHORT COURSES (1 of 2) 
Writing for Competitions 
Playwriting 
Novel Editing 
Fantasy 

(see pp.26-27) 
Della Galton 
Karen Edwards 
David Hough 
Mark Dakin 

 
MCH 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 

10:30-11:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

10:40-11:10 Coffee   

11:15-12:15 SPECIALIST COURSES 
(1 of 4) 
Short Stories 
Poetry 
TV Screenwriting 
Memoir 
The Novel 

(see pp.25-26) 
 
Della Galton 
Matt Black 
Angela Churm 
Alison Chisholm 
Xanthe Wells 

 
 

MCH 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 
DER 

12:20 SUNDAY WORSHIP Brian Cupples C 

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME 

12:15-1:00 Bar Open   

12:20-12:50 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

1:00 Lunch   

2:15-3:15 SHORT COURSES (2 of 2) As above  

3:15-3:45 Tea   
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4:00-5:00 THE WRITE HOUR (TWH)  (see p.32) 
Poetry 
Memoir 
Storytelling 
Scriptwriting 
 
SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA (see p.33) 
Scrivener                                  Kate McCormick 

 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 
DER 

 
 

ML 

5:15-6:00 Unwind Your Mind 
(see p.35) 

Zana Lamont C 

EVENING PROGRAMME 

5.30-6:30 Bar open   

5:45-6:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

6:30 Dinner   

7:50 VC announcements MCH 

8:00-9:00 Guest Speaker (see p.36) - SHIRLEY BLAIR 
‘It’s all about the numbers…’ 

(see p.36) 

MCH 

9:00-11:00 Bar open   

9:30-10:30 REMEMBERING WW1          Joyce Ward & Friends 

A candlelit evening of songs and readings. 

BLY1 

10:45 BLY1 MIXED MUSIC DISCO            Graham Alibone 

Boogie to the beat or jive to the jingle! 

JustTextGiving by Vodafone   
For an easy way to donate to the Writers’ School, text the amount you want to give to 
our unique Swanwick number.  For example, to donate £1, text SWAN01£1 to 70070, 

or £10, SWAN01£10.  You’ll get a reply text confirming your gift.  Thank you! 

For full details, see notices in The Vinery and Information Room 

Unwind YoUr Mind
(see p.35)

(see p.33)

(see p.32)

(see p.36)

5:45-6:15

Kate McCormick

Zana Lamont

Graham Alibone

Joyce Ward & Friends

Guest Speaker (see p.36) - SHirLEY BLAir
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MONDAY  

Venue 

MORNING PROGRAMME 

8:00 Lift Up Your Hearts (see p.34) 

Meditation by the Lake 

Heather Allison 

Katherine Bolton 

C 

8:30 Breakfast   

9:30-10:30 SHORT COURSES (1 of 2) 
Writing for The People’s Friend 
Solving Plot Problems 
Producing an eBook 
Manifesting Your Goals 

(see pp.27-28) 
Shirley Blair 
Kate McCormick 
Andrew Shephard 
Rachel Contini 

 
MCH 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 

10:30-11:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

10:40-11:10 Coffee   

11:15-12:15 SPECIALIST COURSES (2 of 4) (see Sunday)  

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME  

12:15-1:00 Bar Open   

12:20-12:50 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

1:00 Lunch   

2:15-3:15 SHORT COURSES (2 of 2) As above  

3:15-3:45 Tea   

4:00-5:00 THE WRITE HOUR (see p.32) 
Poetry/Memoir 
Storytelling 
Scriptwriting 

 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 

11 

 

 ML SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA (see p. 33) 
Let’s Tweet     Karin Bachmann 

5:15-6:00 Unwind Your Mind Zana Lamont C 

EVENING PROGRAMME 

6:00-7:00 Bar open   

5:45-6:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

6:30 Dinner   

7:50 VC announcements  MCH 

8:00-9:00 Guest Speaker - AILEEN ARMITAGE 
The Magic of Swanwick 
With the presentation of a certificate to the winner 
of the Deric Longden Swanwick Memorial Prize. 

(see p.37)  

MCH 

9:00-11:00 Bar open   

9:45-10:30 WRITERS’ QUIZ 
The traditional Swanwick brainteaser. 

Joyce Ward MCH 

10:45 THEMED FANCY DRESS DISCO 
Choose your favourite character from ‘The Wizard 
of Oz’ or just one that inspires you in some way, get 
dressed up and dance for a chance to win a prize. 
(The prize will not be disclosed until the winner is 
announced.) 

BLY1 

 

 

 

 

 

Unwind YoUr Mind

4:00-5:00

5:45-6:15

(see p.33)
Karin Bachmann

Zana Lamont

(see p.37)
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TUESDAY  

Venue 

MORNING PROGRAMME 

8:00 Lift Up Your Hearts 

Meditation by the Lake 

Roy Devereux 

Katherine Bolton 

C 

 

8:30 Breakfast   

9:30-4:30 PROCRASTINATION-FREE DAY! (see p. 35) 

Led by Karen Fox-Edwards 

BLY1 

Do you have a piece of work you’ve been meaning to redraft or edit? 
Perhaps something new you’d like to start? Now’s your chance. Kick 
your project into touch with this intensive writing day. Bring along an idea 
or piece of work in progress and be prepared to stay for the duration. 

NB: Open to the first 15 writers to sign up (sign-up sheet on Notice Board 
in the Vinery). Refreshments and rest periods included. 

 

See notices in the Vinery and Information Room for more details. 

9:30-10:30 ANNIE QUIGLEY & MARTYN DANIELS 
‘Bookselling in the Digital age’ 

(see p.37) 

MCH 

10:30-11:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

10:40-11:10 Coffee  

11:15-12:15 DERBYSHIRE POLICE FORENSICS TEAM 

Using the details of an actual case, find out how 
police today use forensics to track down criminals. 

MCH 
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AFTERNOON PROGRAMME 

PLEASE REMEMBER - NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE MUST BE 
HANDED IN TO THE CONFERENCE OFFICE BEFORE 2pm (see p.41) 

  

1:00 Lunch 

2:15-4.15 
approx. 

SWANWICK PAGE TO SWANWICK STAGE (see p.35) 

Scriptwriting Workshops led by Katie White. 

The successful scripts will be whipped into shape 
for Wednesday evening’s performance! 

MCH 

3:15-3:45 Tea   

EVENING PROGRAMME 

6:00-7:00 Bar open   

5:45-6:15 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

6:30 Dinner   

7:50 VC announcements  MCH 

8:00-9:00 Guest Speaker - SIMON HALL 

‘Writing crime, reporting crime: from the 
poignant to the ridiculous’                   (see p.38) 

MCH 

9:00-11:00 Bar open   

9:30-10:30 BLY1 POETRY OPEN MIC                  Matt Black 

Join Matt for an evening of impromptu readings 
and performances. 

MCH

BR

MCH

MCH

(see p.38)

Matt Black

Guest Speaker - SiMon HALL
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WEDNESDAY  

Venue 

MORNING PROGRAMME 

8:00 Lift Up Your Hearts 

Meditation by the Lake 

Barbara Lee 

Katherine Bolton 

C 

 

8:30 Breakfast   

9:30-10:30 SHORT COURSES (1 of 2) 
Interest the Media 
Public Speaking 
Wild Words 
Comedy Sketches 

(see pp.29-30) 
Simon Hall 
Michael & John 
Bridget Holding 
Tony Kirwood 

 
MCH 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 

10:30-11:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

10:40-11:10 Coffee   

11:15-12:15 SPECIALIST COURSES (3 of 4) (see Sunday)  

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME  

12:15-1:00 Bar Open   

12:20-12:50 BOOK ROOM OPEN  BR 

1:00 Lunch   

2:15-3:15 SHORT COURSES (2 of 2) As above  

3:15-3:45 Tea   

4:00-5:00  
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 
DER 

THE WRITE HOUR   (see p.33) 
Poetry 
Memoir 
Scriptwriting 
Storytelling 
 

15 

 

4:00-5:00  
ML 

SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA (see p.34) 
Organising Your Writing  Andrew Marsh 

5:15-6:00 Unwind Your Mind     Zana Lamont C 

EVENING PROGRAMME 

5:30-6:30 Bar open   

5:45-6:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN - LAST CHANCE TO BUY!  BR 

6:30 Dinner   

7:50 VC announcements  MCH 

8:00-9:00 Guest Speakers - DAVID & HILARY CRYSTAL 
‘How to be an English Language Tourist’ 

(see p.38) 

MCH 

9:00-11:00 Bar open   

9:30-10:30 SWANWICK PAGE TO SWANWICK STAGE 
PERFORMANCES 
(Co-ordinated by Katie White) 
 
See the result of Tuesday’s intensive course and 
vote for your favourites. 
 
Winners announced on Thursday evening. 

MCH 

10:45 CEILIDH                                        Lesley Deschner 
Traditional ceilidh dances with a wee touch of the 
unexpected. 

BLY1 

Don’t forget to follow us! 

   

 

Don‟t forget to follow us! 

   

Unwind YoUr Mind

5:45-6:15

(see p.38)
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THURSDAY  

Venue 

MORNING PROGRAMME 

8:00 Lift Up Your Hearts 

Meditation by the Lake 

Felicity Margolis 

Katherine Bolton 

C 

8:30 Breakfast   

9:30-10:30 SHORT COURSES (1 of 2) 
Crime Writing 
Children’s/YA Fiction 
Online eBook Marketing 
Astro-Characterisation 

(see pp.30-31) 
Simon Hall 
Steve Hartley 
Robin de Jongh 
Judy Hall 

 
MCH 
BLY1 
BLY2 

TR 

10:30-11:00 Authors to collect books from the BOOK ROOM BR 

10:40-11:10 Coffee   

11:15-12:15 SPECIALIST COURSES (4 of 4) (see Sunday)  

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME 

12:15-1:00 Bar Open   

1:00 Lunch   

2:15-3:15 SHORT COURSES (2 of 2) As above  

3:15-3:45 Tea   

4:00-5:30 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (see p.41) MCH 

EVENING PROGRAMME 
5:30-6:30 Bar open   

5:30-6:30 DREGS PARTY 

Bring your left-over refreshments to the traditional end-of-week 
party on the lawn! 
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6:30 Dinner   

8:00-9:00 ‘I’M SORRY, I HAVEN’T A CLUE’ 

Our version of a BBC Radio favourite 

MCH 

9:00 FAREWELL                       Chairman & Committee MCH 

9:30-11:00 Bar open   

10:45 LAST NIGHT DISCO Graham Alibone BLY1 

Dance the night away one last time!  

FRIDAY   

7:45 Early Breakfast   

8:20 ON THE BUSES... The traditional Swanwick Farewell 
to friends departing for Derby Railway Station. 

 

8:30 BUSES DEPART... Please note, there can be no delay 
in departure time as many members have connections 
for onward travel. 

 

10:00 All rooms to be cleared and bedding left in the corridor 
outside your room. 

Please leave your keys in the reception area of your 
accommodation block and pay your telephone bill in the 
Hayes Office before you leave. Thank you. 

 

SAFE JOURNEY HOME, SEE YOU NEXT YEAR! 
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TRAVEL 
 

 BY ROAD Please do not arrive before 3:30pm. 

 COACHES will meet trains at Derby at 3:45pm and 5:15pm on 
Saturday 9th August. You must have prepaid in order to board the coach. 

 TAXIS are plentiful at Alfreton railway station, 3 miles from the Hayes  

 BUSES – 9.1, 9.2 or 9.3 on the Derby to Mansfield route pass through 
Swanwick. Alight at the ‘Gate Inn’ and walk down Hayes Lane - the 
Conference Centre is straight ahead. 

ON ARRIVAL 
Please go to the reception desk in your accommodation area where you will be 
given your room number, key and name badge. If in doubt, report to the Main 
House reception desk. (Nb. Soap and towels are provided in all rooms.) 
 
Room finder:  

 Alan Booth Centre (ABC): 3-13 ground floor; 16-30 first floor (lift access) 

 Lakeside (linked to ABC): 101-130 ground floor; 201-254 first floor;     
301-335 second floor (lift access); 335-356 second floor (ground level 
access from car park due to sloping site); 401-425 third floor (access from 
two lifts). 

 Main House Reception: 
 Lower Quad: ground floor (a few stairs) 3-9 
 Upper Quad: first floor 35-38 & 57-60 
 Main House: 27 

 
 

Baggage handling – under current legislation, the School is unable to provide a 
baggage handling service. Members are advised to make their own 
arrangements. 

‘INS AND OUTS’ 

(NB.
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DURING YOUR STAY 
 
Security is ensured by all members wearing their name badges (supplied 
on arrival) throughout the day. We have to provide the Hayes with a daily list of 
residents (in case of emergency) so please tell the Secretary if you will not be 
sleeping in your room. 
 
Valuables should not be left unattended in locked or unlocked rooms. If 
you are not able to keep them with you, please see the Treasurer about using 
the safe in the Conference Office. 
 
Ample food is always available on request. The chef has a list of members 
requesting special diets. PLEASE do not change your diet during your stay as it 
could cause catering problems for other members. 
 
Diet tickets will be distributed on arrival. Please keep your ticket with you 
to show to a member of the Hayes dining staff at meal times. 
 
Chairs tipped up against tables to reserve seats can be a danger to others. 
Please refrain from doing this.  Saving seats at mealtimes and in the MCH 
should be kept to a minimum to allow delegates to be seated quickly and easily. 
 
The Bar opens at the times given in this Programme. 
 
The Information Room features further details of tutor/sessions etc, plus 
countless leaflets, brochures and magazines on the large ‘help yourself’ table. 
Please bring any suitable material of interest to other writers and leave it in the 
Conference Office for this purpose. 
 
A Notice Board is placed in the Vinery for school-related notices, such as 
room changes, lost items, group meetings.  Most notices will be announced by 
the Vice Chairman either during meals or before the speaker as necessary.  
However, please check the board regularly to be kept up to date. 
 
The Chapel is open each morning at 8am for the ‘Lift Up Your Hearts’ 
service. It remains open throughout the day for private prayer. 
 
Incoming calls can be taken on bedroom telephones (if required) by calling 
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the Hayes Administration Office during office hours or leaving a message.   
Telephone bills for calls from bedrooms must be paid directly to the Hayes 
Administration Office (first floor, Main House) before leaving. 
 
Public Telephones are located in the Pillar Hall next to the Vinery. 
 
Contact numbers – for emergency use only: 
The School’s Conference Office (when occupied)  01773 526011 
Hayes Administration Office     01773 526000 
 
Outgoing mail is collected daily from the post box in the Main Entrance 
Hall. Address for incoming mail is: The Writers’ Summer School, Hayes 
Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire DE55 1AU. 
 
Problems arising from the Writers’ Summer School organisation should be 
brought to the attention of a Committee member or a Steward. Complaints about 
conference facilities (rooms, food etc.) should be reported directly to the Hayes 
Administration Office on the first floor of the Main House. 
 
 

ON DEPARTURE 
 
Breakfast on Friday is at 7.45am and coaches leave for Derby Railway 
Station at 8.30am without delay. Please strip your bed, put used linen outside 
the door and vacate your room by 10am.  Thank you. 
 

In accordance with legislation, the Hayes has a strict 
no-smoking rule throughout the conference centre 
(including the bar) and in all accommodation blocks.  
There will however, be a designated covered area to 
shelter under outside for those who wish to smoke. 
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THE ROAD TO SWANWICK 
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Insert timetable across both pages

PDF TIMETABLE 2014

 TIME SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

M
O

R
N

IN
G

 
8:00 

 

 LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS [C] / MEDITATION by the LAKE [in TR if raining] 

8:30 BREAKFAST 

9:30-10:30 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
Competitions [MCH] 
Playwriting [BLY1] 

Novel Editing [BLY2] 
Fantasy Worlds [TR] 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
The People’s Friend [MCH] 

Plot Problems [BLY1] 
eBooks [BLY2] 

Manifesting Your Goals [TR] 

P
F
D 

Annie Quigley & 
Martyn Daniels 

[MCH] 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
Interest the Media [MCH] 
Public Speaking [BLY1] 

Wild Words [BLY2] 
Comedy Sketches [TR] 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
Children’s/YA [MCH] 
Crime Writing [BLY1] 

Marketing eBooks [BLY2] 
Astro-Characterisation [TR] 

10:30-11:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN  
10:40-11:10 COFFEE 

11:15-12:15 

SPECIALIST COURSES  (1 & 2) 
Short Stories [MCH] 

Poetry [BLY1] 
TV Scriptwriting [BLY2] 

Memoir [TR] 
The Novel [DER] 

P
F
D 

Derbyshire Police 
Forensics Team 

[MCH] 

SPECIALIST COURSES  (3 & 4) 
Short Stories [MCH] 

Poetry [BLY1] 
TV Scriptwriting [BLY2] 

Memoir [TR] 
The Novel [DER] 

A
FT

ER
NO

O
N

 

12:15-1:00 BAR OPEN 
12:20-12:50 BOOK ROOM OPEN  

1:00 LUNCH 

2:15-3:15 
FROM 3:30 

WELCOME TO 
SWANWICK 

SHORT COURSES  (2/2) 
As 9:30-10:30 

P
F
D 

2:15-4:30 
Swanwick Page to… 

SHORT COURSES  (2/2) 
As 9:30-10:30 

3:15-3:45  TEA 

4:00-5:00 4:30 TEA 

THE WRITE HOUR 
Poetry [BLY1] 
Memoir [BLY2] 

Storytelling [TR] 
Scriptwriting [DER] 

THE WRITE HOUR 
Poetry/Memoir [BLY1] 

Storytelling [BLY2] 
Scriptwriting [TR] 

P
F
D 

…Swanwick Stage 
[MCH] 

THE WRITE HOUR 
Poetry [BLY1] 
Memoir [BLY2] 

Storytelling [TR] 
Scriptwriting [DER] 

A.G.M. 
[MCH] 

SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Scrivener [ML] 

SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Let’s Tweet [ML] 

Time for You 
SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Organising Your Writing [ML] 

5:15-6:00 CHAIRMAN’S 
WELCOME [MCH] Relax [C] Relax [C] Relax [C] Time for You 

EV
EN

IN
G

 

5:30-6:30 6:00-6:30 
FIRST YEAR 

RECEPTION [TR] 

BAR OPEN 

5:45-6:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN 5:30-6:30 Dregs Party 
[lawn/TR] 

6:30 DINNER 
7:50 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
8:00 

[MCH] Christopher Lee Shirley Blair Aileen Armitage Simon Hall David & Hilary 
Crystal 

I’m Sorry, I Haven’t 
A Clue 

9:00-11:00 BAR OPEN 

*9:30-10:30 

ICEBREAKER 
Alternative Fairy Tales 

[MCH] Remembering WW1 
[BLY1] 

*9:45 start 
Writers’ Quiz 

[MCH] 

Poetry Open Mic 
[MCH] 

Swanwick Page to 
Swanwick Stage 

Performance 
[MCH] 

Traditional Swanwick 
Farewell 

[MCH] What Are You Writing 
Now? [TR] 

10:45-12:00 
[BLY 1]  Mixed Music Disco Fancy Dress Disco  Ceilidh Last Night Disco 

KEY TO VENUES: MCH = Main Conference Hall     BLY = Butterley Hall (1 & 2)     TR = Tissington Room     DER = Derwent Room     C = Chapel    ML = Main Lounge 

5:45-6:15
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Insert timetable across both pages 

PDF TIMETABLE 2014 

 TIME SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

M
O

R
N

IN
G

 
8:00 

 

 LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS [C] / MEDITATION by the LAKE [in TR if raining] 

8:30 BREAKFAST 

9:30-10:30 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
Competitions [MCH] 
Playwriting [BLY1] 

Novel Editing [BLY2] 
Fantasy Worlds [TR] 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
The People’s Friend [MCH] 

Plot Problems [BLY1] 
eBooks [BLY2] 

Manifesting Your Goals [TR] 

P
F
D 

Annie Quigley & 
Martyn Daniels 

[MCH] 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
Interest the Media [MCH] 
Public Speaking [BLY1] 

Wild Words [BLY2] 
Comedy Sketches [TR] 

SHORT COURSES  (1/2) 
Children’s/YA [MCH] 
Crime Writing [BLY1] 

Marketing eBooks [BLY2] 
Astro-Characterisation [TR] 

10:30-11:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN  
10:40-11:10 COFFEE 

11:15-12:15 

SPECIALIST COURSES  (1 & 2) 
Short Stories [MCH] 

Poetry [BLY1] 
TV Scriptwriting [BLY2] 

Memoir [TR] 
The Novel [DER] 

P
F
D 

Derbyshire Police 
Forensics Team 

[MCH] 

SPECIALIST COURSES  (3 & 4) 
Short Stories [MCH] 

Poetry [BLY1] 
TV Scriptwriting [BLY2] 

Memoir [TR] 
The Novel [DER] 

A
FT

ER
NO

O
N

 

12:15-1:00 BAR OPEN 
12:20-12:50 BOOK ROOM OPEN  

1:00 LUNCH 

2:15-3:15 
FROM 3:30 

WELCOME TO 
SWANWICK 

SHORT COURSES  (2/2) 
As 9:30-10:30 

P
F
D 

2:15-4:30 
Swanwick Page to… 

SHORT COURSES  (2/2) 
As 9:30-10:30 

3:15-3:45  TEA 

4:00-5:00 4:30 TEA 

THE WRITE HOUR 
Poetry [BLY1] 
Memoir [BLY2] 

Storytelling [TR] 
Scriptwriting [DER] 

THE WRITE HOUR 
Poetry/Memoir [BLY1] 

Storytelling [BLY2] 
Scriptwriting [TR] 

P
F
D 

…Swanwick Stage 
[MCH] 

THE WRITE HOUR 
Poetry [BLY1] 
Memoir [BLY2] 

Storytelling [TR] 
Scriptwriting [DER] 

A.G.M. 
[MCH] 

SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Scrivener [ML] 

SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Let’s Tweet [ML] 

Time for You 
SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Organising Your Writing [ML] 

5:15-6:00 CHAIRMAN’S 
WELCOME [MCH] Relax [C] Relax [C] Relax [C] Time for You 

EV
EN

IN
G

 

5:30-6:30 6:00-6:30 
FIRST YEAR 

RECEPTION [TR] 

BAR OPEN 

5:45-6:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN 5:30-6:30 Dregs Party 
[lawn/TR] 

6:30 DINNER 
7:50 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
8:00 

[MCH] Christopher Lee Shirley Blair Aileen Armitage Simon Hall David & Hilary 
Crystal 

I’m Sorry, I Haven’t 
A Clue 

9:00-11:00 BAR OPEN 

*9:30-10:30 

ICEBREAKER 
Alternative Fairy Tales 

[MCH] Remembering WW1 
[BLY1] 

*9:45 start 
Writers’ Quiz 

[MCH] 

Poetry Open Mic 
[MCH] 

Swanwick Page to 
Swanwick Stage 

Performance 
[MCH] 

Traditional Swanwick 
Farewell 

[MCH] What Are You Writing 
Now? [TR] 

10:45-12:00 
[BLY 1]  Mixed Music Disco Fancy Dress Disco  Ceilidh Last Night Disco 

KEY TO VENUES: MCH = Main Conference Hall     BLY = Butterley Hall (1 & 2)     TR = Tissington Room     DER = Derwent Room     C = Chapel    ML = Main Lounge 

Children’s/YA Fiction [BLY1]
Crime writing[MCH]
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SITE PLAN AND KEY TO VENUES 
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SPECIALIST COURSE DETAILS & TUTORS 

Specialist courses run throughout the week on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. These in-depth courses provide the opportunity for you to learn more about 
your chosen subject and develop your skills over the four hour-long sessions. 

PLAYING WITH WORDS Matt Black 

Four poetry workshops to suit beginners as well as more experienced writers. 

 Session One: 

 Writing ourselves - playful and serious approaches to writing about ourselves. 

 Session Two: 

 Writing the world, changing the world. 

 Session Three: 

 Modern Odes, Praise Poems and Love Poems. 

 Session Four: 

 Poems of revenge and anger and joyfully hollow apologies. 

Sessions will include warm-up, example poems, practical exercises, practical tips and a 
warm and enjoyable atmosphere.  

MEMOIR Alison Chisholm 

 Session One: 
 Your reasons for writing. Focus on content. 
 Session Two: 

 Marshalling the memories. Collecting material and initial drafting. 
 Session Three: 

 Getting it written. Keeping it vibrant. 
 Session Four: 

 Getting it right, and getting it out there. 

FROM IDEA TO STORYLINE TO SCRIPT Angela Churm 

A look at how TV Drama serials like Coronation Street, Emmerdale, and Doctors work 
behind the scenes – how ideas are turned into storylines and storylines into what you see 
on screen. You’ll follow one episode through from idea to storyline to script and screen. 
And have the opportunity to work on developing an idea into a storyline just as you would 
if you worked on one of these shows. 
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HOW TO WRITE AND SELL SHORT STORIES Della Galton 

This is an interactive course, suitable for beginners as well as more experienced writers. 
The focus will be on the UK magazine market and other paying markets for short stories, 
both in print and on line.  Come along, learn, be inspired, and have fun along the way. 
 
 Session One: 

 Inspiration, ideas and beginnings 
 Session Two: 

 Plot development and how to write a good ending 
 Session Three: 

 Characters and dialogue 
 Session Four: 

 Finding a market and improving your chances of acceptance 

WAYS OF SEEING: a creative approach to novel writing Xanthe Wells 

“Creativity doesn’t mean just making things up out of thin air. It means seeing and feeling 
the world so vividly that you can help put together connections and patterns that help to 
explain reality.” (Danny Gregory, The Creative License) 
 
This course is not about the nuts and bolts of writing, but rather will seek to provide you 
with a toolkit of creative techniques to inspire, enlighten and refresh your novel, whether 
you are just starting out or redrafting. Through understanding the power of creativity and 
its link to the subconscious mind, we will explore exercises that create new connections 
and patterns in your writing. These will include guided visualisation, imagery, and writing 
with your non-dominant hand, as well as accessing emotion and ‘feeling the world’. 
Wherever you are in your writing, this course will offer you insights that transcend your 
current project and become part of a new way of seeing. 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
Short courses run on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, so you can attend up 
to four separate courses over the week. Each course comprises two hour-long sessions. 

SUNDAY 
FANTASY WORLD BUILDING Mark Dakin 

This course will look at popular fantasy worlds and what makes them distinctive.We shall 
discuss different approaches to world building and the key elements required. These 
elements will be explored in greater depth, with a focus on giving your world layers of 
texture and breathing life into its inhabitants. There will also be an introduction to a variety 
of resources and tools to assist your creative process.  
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PLAYWRITING: an introduction to character 
and scene conflict 

Karen Fox–Edwards 

We will talk about the basics of playwriting–a brief consideration of cast, set and budget. 

To be explored in discussion and writing exercises: the structure of a play in general 
(briefly); in more detail, the structure of a scene, creating character and conflict in a 
scene. Where to start and thoughts on where this might take you. How to set up your 
characters (internal conflict) and their behaviour their world (external conflict) the trigger 
or inciting incident; and the beginnings of the central quest. 

TEN TIPS ON WINNING WRITING COMPETITIONS: 

how to give your competition story the ‘X’ Factor 

Della Galton 

Della has judged dozens of short story competitions. In 2013 she was lead judge for the 
Wells Literature Festival Short Story Prize and the H E Bates Short Competition. She has 
also won a few competitions (though none she has judged!) and she is keen to pass on 
her observations and tips on what in her opinion make a good competition story. 

So if you’d like to know more about what a competition judge looks for, please come 
along to this interactive two-part course. 

EDITING YOUR NOVEL: turning a rough diamond 
into a polished gem 

David Hough 

No novel should ever appear in print until it has been fully edited. We will begin this two-
part course with the premise that you have a complete first draft of your novel and you 
are now ready to start the editing process. In the morning we will look at the basic 
structure of the manuscript, ensuring that it tells a cohesive story. In the afternoon we will 
look at the process of checking the detail, line by line. 

MONDAY 

HOW TO MAKE THE PEOPLE’S FRIEND 
YOUR BEST FRIEND 

Shirley Blair 

Everyone wants to know how to write successfully, which, for most writers, means 
commercially. As the fiction buyer for The People’s Friend, Shirley is in a unique position 
to see at first hand what works and what doesn’t for them. In session 1 she’ll try to 
explain what it is they’re looking for and what can make the difference between a sale 
and a return. In session 2, the focus will be more on what you can do to give your story a 
better chance of being published by The People’s Friend. (And although Shirley’s 
speciality is fiction, she’ll do her best to answer features queries, too!). 

how to give your competition story the ‘X’ Factor
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SOLVING PLOT PROBLEMS: an innovative way to 
use business skills 

Kate McCormick 

Problem-solving tools are a major component of the business skills tool-box. And if they 
work in real life, why can’t they be used in our fiction as well? This two-part course will 
explore tools such as force-field analysis, fault-tree analysis and flow-charting, to see how 
they can be used to realistically navigate our characters into-and out of-difficult situations 
without resorting to co-incidence. 

PRODUCING AN eBOOK Andrew Shephard 

 Session 1: 

 Is the e-book route right for you? 

 What are the different pathways to e-publication? 

 Planning your project (group work) 

 Choosing a platform 

 The text component: a step-by-step approach 

 Session 2 

 Your personal skills audit: DIY or sub-contract? 

 Appearances and brand issues 

 The cover: the brief, the design (group work) 

 Putting it all together 

 Letting the world know: e-marketing for e-books 

The workshop will use a ‘live’ example project to illustrate the steps and attendees will 
have the opportunity to work on some of their own publication projects. 

MANIFESTING YOUR GOALS 

Supercharge your way to success with NLP 

Rachel Contini 

 Session 1: What is your goal? A brief overview of NLP and the 
subconscious mind, setting a detailed goal, placing it in your timeline and setting 
up the necessary steps to success. 

 Session 2: Who do you need to be? A brief overview of our belief system 
and how it affects our daily life, finding and removing any limiting beliefs, affecting 
an ‘attitude of gratitude’ and beating procrastination. 

[Neuro-linguistic programming (NLP) is an approach to communication, personal 
development, and psychotherapy created in the 1970s.] 
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WEDNESDAY 
MAKING A SPLASH: 
how to interest the media in your work 

Simon Hall 

Simon will look at what makes a story and how to attract media interest in your work, the 
writing of alluring press releases, how to be interviewed, and even how to dress. The 
course will feature the importance of an angle, the art of placing articles in the media and 
feeding in follow up stories, along with cultivating contacts with journalists. You’ll examine 
how to include media interest in your submissions to agents and publishers, and the 
power it can have. There’ll also be a brief section on new media; the opportunities for 
promoting yourself online and using the web to build a profile. 

WILD WORDS: how to write more vividly Bridget Holding 

The aim of this course it to help you get in touch with qualities of wildness - the 
instinctual, the expressive, the sensuous, the embodied - by direct contact with nature. 
You’ll then harness that power and aliveness on the page, in autobiographical writing 
about your experiences. Tools learnt on the course will strengthen writing in all genres. 

 Session 1: On the trail of the Wild Words: Skills for re-finding the wild writer. 

 Session 2: Putting Wild Writing skills into practice. 

Sessions take place outdoors, in the secret wild places of Swanwick. Please dress 
appropriately. 

Tony Kirwood WRITING COMEDY SKETCHES: you don’t need an 
Oxbridge degree to be funny. 

 Session 1: When you’ve found the premise, you’ve found the sketch. We’ll find a 
good topic to write about, and then brainstorm ways of transmuting the raw subject 
matter into the gold of a comedy idea. 

 Session 2: We’ll build the idea into a story and people it with characters, 
maximize the comedy and give the ending a twist. You can use the same skills to 
write sketch after sketch. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING Michael O’Byrne & John Lamont 

Current changes in publishing make it more and more likely that you will have to market 
your own books and in the process talk to groups of many sizes and compositions. Two 
of Swanwick’s more accomplished speakers will share their experience and insight with 
you on how to be a relaxed, entertaining and informative speaker. Taking you from the 
basics of audience assessment, room structure, projection, gaining impact through the 
use of humour, body language and even silence to ensure that your delivery has that 
OOMPH factor and that you can and will find the experience enjoyable. 
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THURSDAY 

HOW TO CREATE COMPELLING FICTIONAL 
CHARACTERS WITH THE HELP OF ASTROLOGY 

Judy Hall 

Vibrant characters are essential to any story. Their conflicts, strengths, weaknesses, 
internal struggles, challenges, dilemmas and resilience are the raw material of any tale. 
Astro-characters are what every fiction author is looking for: a simple way to create 
believable, multi-dimensional characters. Using the twelve zodiac archetypes, we will 
share their intimate secrets together over the 2 workshop sessions-including their quirks, 
flaws and foibles-so that you can create effective, intriguing and authentic personalities 
that leap off the page. 

THE MURDEROUSLY RAPID FIRE GUIDE TO CRIME 
WRITING: all you need to know in two hours 

Simon Hall 

We’ll look at how to grab the attention of an agent or publisher from your opening line, 
and how to keep your plot pacey and compelling. Creating a strong sense of place in 
crime will also feature, along with how to make your settings oppressive and frightening. 
One of the most important parts of the course will be the importance of twists in crime 
writing, and how to find an all-important new angle in your work. We’ll also examine how 
to forge vivid and living characters-both good and bad-by delving into the hidden depths 
of an imaginary person. 

KEEP IN WITH THE IN CROWD: how to make 
peer-pressure real in your writing 

Steve Hartley 

 Session 1: Kids know all about peer-pressure, so it’s important to get it right in 
your fiction. But what exactly is it? In the first half, I discuss the psychology of peer
-pressure, from both the individual’s and group’s point of view. Using a simple 
character development model, we’ll look at where and why choices are made, and 
changes in behaviour occur. 

 Session 2: What fundamentally drives how people make decisions? In the 
second part of the course, we dig deeper, and look at the conscious and 
subconscious drivers of behaviour. We’ll discuss how to make your characters’ 
choices believable and consistent. (Includes soul-searching and impertinent 
questions). 
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DITCH YOUR BOOK LAUNCH EVENT! The secret to 
online eBook marketing 

Robin de Jongh 

In this humorous and upbeat talk and workshop, you will learn to let go of the emotional 
attachment you have to bookshops and signings and embrace online marketing. Take 
your first steps in moving from Author-centric to Reader-centric marketing, enabling you 
to capture a group of enthusiastic readers that are falling over themselves to market your 
books. 

 Let hundreds of fans do your marketing for you. 

 Find and capture your online audience for free. 

 Harness your unique life experiences and skill-set to make a name for yourself 
and your books. 

 Build up a personal action plan to help you achieve success in the coming year. 

1:1 SPECIALIST SESSIONS 
 

By booking a 20 minute session in advance of the School, you will be able to pre-submit 
a sample of your work to your chosen specialist for discussion on the day. 

 

This year’s specialists are: 

 Della Galton - Short Stories 
 Matt Black - Poetry 
 Judy Hall - Fiction/Non-Fiction 
 Benjamin Scott - Children’s/YA Fiction 
 Alison Chisholm - Autobiography/Memoirs 
 Bridget Holding - The Novel 
 Simon Hall - Crime and Journalism 
 Xanthe Wells - Contemporary and Literary Fiction 
 Rachel Contini - Removing limiting beliefs using lifetime therapy 

 
 
Each session costs £20 and MUST be booked in advance. Sessions will be arranged 
directly by the tutor or via the Secretary. 
 
 
For more details contact the Secretary (see page 3). 
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THE WRITE HOUR (TWH) 
 

Perfect after a cup of tea on the lawn, this is an innovation for the Swanwick 2014 
programme. We have had a lot of feedback indicating that you would like more time to 
write so we have replaced the one hour sessions with The Write Hour. These are 
facilitated workshops developed in conjunction with the leaders of the specialist courses 
where you can write and learn from others through listening to their work and getting 
feedback on your own. By the end of the week you will be able to have a solid body of 
work to take away and build on! 
 
Facilitators: Alison Chisholm, Angela Churm, Benjamin Scott, Mary Durndell, Paul 
Budd, Marion Hough, Rachel Contini, Karin Bachmann & Michael O’Byrne. 

SUNDAY 

Poetry: 
Haiku - Come and practice turning a moment’s reflection into a Zen motif. 

Memoir: 
Turn an incident in your past into a memorable funny story. 

Storytelling: 
Discover how changing the narrator can fundamentally change the tenor of the story. 

Scriptwriting: 
Over the three sessions turn your story idea into a two page outline that can be used to 
test and develop the storyline. 

MONDAY 

Poetry/Memoir: 
A joint session of the Poetry and Memoir groups working on a poem about childhood. 

Storytelling: 
Experiment with voices, describing the same scene from two different points of view. 

Scriptwriting: 
Over the three sessions turn your story idea into a two page outline that can be used to 
test and develop the storyline. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Poetry: 

Use your imagination to see the world from the point of view of a precious/trivial/
memorable object. 

Memoir: 

Describe the world from the point of view of a child, your own Cider with Rosie. 

Storytelling: 

Explore how to develop place as a character and create your own Manderley. 

Scriptwriting: 

Over the three sessions turn your story idea into a two page outline that can be used to 
test and develop the storyline. 

SOFTWARE & SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

If you're not familiar with software and social networks , now is your chance to learn! 

SUNDAY 

SCRIVENER Kate McCormick 

Bogged down by too many archive files, too much information? Looking for a better way 
to manage your notes, timelines, character studies etc? Scrivener might be the answer. It 
is a word-processing tool designed specifically for authors, incorporating not only a 
document management system, but also useful concepts such as virtual index cards and 
a pin-board on which to arrange them. This session will provide an overview of the 
software and tips on getting started with setting up a major writing project.  

MONDAY 

LET’S TWEET Karin Bachmann 

Have you thought about joining Twitter but think it's too difficult or time-consuming for 
you? Do expressions like #FF, TL and TYVM still baffle you? Come along and discovera 
fun way to publicise yourself and meet like-minded people. We're going to set up a 
Twitter account together and learn the basics so that you feel confident to jump into the 
pool of tweets without drowning in the timeline. 
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WEDNESDAY 

ORGANISING YOUR WRITING Andrew Marsh 

This workshop will focus on using tables and spreadsheets, and how they can be used to 
help you organise your writing. We will start by looking at tables in Word, either as part of 
your written work or for helping you in your writing and data management. The main part 
of the session will be devoted to using Excel spreadsheets - an immensely powerful tool 
which can prove essential for writers in how they organise their work, files and so on. 

Some common uses for spreadsheets will be demonstrated and delegates are 
encouraged to attend with their laptops, tablets, etc. Even if you haven't used tables or 
spreadsheets before, do come along and see what they can do for you!  

LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS 
 

Do come and join us for Lift Up Your Hearts. It is just 15 minutes of very relaxed non-
denominational reflection that takes place in the Chapel. Each LUYH is different as they 
are taken by our own Swanwick members, so the accent is quite unique each time. 
Sometimes they are traditional, with hymns and readings, but sometimes a sharing of 
music, or a particular prayer or some poetry or experiences that have meant something 
to one of us - and often touch a chord with others too. 
You are all most welcome to come along. Even if it’s your first time at the Writers’ 
Summer School, you’ll soon feel part of the wonderful Swanwick ‘family’. 
 

LUYH is coordinated by Fliss Margolis with Barbara Lee at the piano. 

RELAX 
 

MORNING MEDITATION BY THE LAKE Katherine Bolton 

Feel the need to focus and align your thoughts for the day? Join Katherine at 8:00am on 
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

UNWIND YOUR MIND Zana Lamont 

Is your head buzzing after all the courses and workshops? Come and Unwind Your Mind 
for half an hour in the beautifully tranquil setting of the Chapel. 

Listen to some music, perhaps do some gentle movement or stretching and replenish 
body, mind and soul. Visit that deep place of peace and tranquillity where the seeds of 
creativity lie. You will leave relaxed, refreshed, energised and maybe even inspired. Join 
Zana at 5:15pm on Sunday, Monday and Wednesday. 
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SWANWICK PAGE TO SWANWICK STAGE 
SCRIPTWRITING WORKSHOPS Katie White 

Tuesday, 2:15-4:30pm (may run longer) 
 

This scriptwriting workshop explores freshly written scenes with fellow writers, budding 
actors and wannabe directors. Seven new pre-submitted scripts will be work-shopped 
and subsequently performed as part of the Wednesday evening programme. All aspects 
of producing a play will be examined in a ‘hands on’ practical way– the best way to learn 
is to just do it! 
(The pre-submitted scripts are judged for suitability using a scoring system for each 
required element. Any script which does not reach the required level will not be used.) 
More information on the scoring system and elements will be available in the Information 
Room and on the Notice Board. Katie is happy to give feedback on any submitted script 
so feel free to ask her. 

PROCRASTINATION-FREE DAY! 
Karen Fox-Edwards 

 
Pioneered in 2013 by Alexa Radcliffe-Hart, the Procrastination-Free Day provides an 
opportunity to start something new or concentrate on an existing piece of work in a 
friendly and supportive atmosphere. As participants are limited to 15, a sign-up sheet will 
be placed on the Notice Board in The Vinery and it is advisable to sign up as soon as 
possible to ensure a place. This is not a ‘drop in and out’ day – participants must be 
prepared to be there for the duration. 
 
Refreshments will be provided throughout the day and there will be numerous short 
breaks. Lunch will be enjoyed along with everyone else but afterwards, it’s back to it. 
 
Pen & paper, laptops, or tablets can be used, though internet should be disabled and 
mobile phones turned off – no distractions. Leave your self-editor at the door and try to hit 
your word goals to ensure there is something to edit at the end of the day (or to be left to 
stew for a few weeks!). 
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INTRODUCING OUR GUEST SPEAKERS 

Please be seated at least 10 minutes BEFORE the guest speaker arrives. The 
Vice Chairman will announce any programme changes/notices during this time. 
Please do not enter the hall after our guest has started speaking and remain 
seated while the Chairman escorts the speaker out of the hall. Unless invited, 
please do not approach speakers with samples of your work, or make audio or 
video recordings during the talk. 

SATURDAY  

WRITING: learn the rules of the game Christopher Lee 

Best known for his Radio 4 series This Sceptred Isle, which recounted the history of 
Britain from the Romans to the death of Queen Victoria, Christopher Lee is a multi-award 
winning writer, historian and broadcaster. His early career as a BBC defence and foreign 
affairs correspondent moved from journalism to academia when Christopher become the 
first Quartercentenary Fellow in Contemporary History and Gomes Lecturer at Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge. He is also a visiting lecturer at City University, an Associate Fellow 
at Chatham House and a member of the editorial advisory board of the BBC History 
magazine. 

Christopher is a prolific author and playwright, with over 100 BBC Radio 4 plays to his 
name, including the long-running series Our Brave Boys. He is also the author of the 
popular Bath Detective series of books, alongside innumerable other publications ranging 
from an account of the transition from the Tudors to the Stuarts to two anthologies of 
cricket writing for the OUP. He is also a regular advisor to the BBC on British 
constitutional and historical matters and was part of the Radio 4 commentary team during 
the wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton, the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge. 

Christopher is married to the painter Fiona Graham-Mackay and is in sole (also soul) 
charge of the kettle aboard her classic East Coast yacht, Mollymawk. 

SUNDAY  

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE NUMBERS ...which may 
seem odd where words are our business! 

Shirley Blair 

Shirley Blair has been Commissioning Fiction Editor of The People’s Friend since 2007 
but has worked on fiction throughout her career with DC Thomson since 1975. Prior to 
joining The People’s Friend, she was Editor of the People’s Friend Pocket Novels for 
eight years, and has also been Fiction Editor of Star Love Stories in Pictures, Secrets and 
Annabel during her DC Thomson career, giving her extensive experience of fiction 
ranging from the 1000-word short story format to 50,000-word novels, and serials. 
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MONDAY 

THE MAGIC OF SWANWICK Aileen Armitage 

For Aileen, the magic of Swanwick has had her under its spell for 46 years, nearly 30 of 
which she shared with her beloved husband, Deric Longden. Their enchanted 
relationship, both with each other and with the Summer School, led to the affectionate 
sobriquet 'Swanwick Sweethearts'. Here's how it all began for best-selling historical 
novelist, Aileen Armitage: 

1968 Aileen’s first Swanwick led by chance to broadcasting. 

1984 Deric Longden turned up at Swanwick and interviewed her for a radio programme. 

1988 Voted 'Woman of the Year' and presented with the Frink Award by the Duchess of 
Kent 

1990 Aileen married Deric and lived happily ever after. 

2005 Awarded Honorary Doctorate of Letters. 

Deric's break-through novel 'Diana's Story' about his first wife shot to fame when filmed 
as 'Wide-eyed and Legless' starring Julie Walters and scripted by Jack Rosenthal. Aileen  
was script associate on the screenplay of his second book, 'Lost for Words', which won 
several awards including an International Emmy in 1999. They collected the Emmy in 
New York and showed it off shamelessly at Swanwick. After all, that's where it all began 
for both of them. 

TUESDAY MORNING  

BOOKSELLING IN THE DIGITAL AGE         Annie Quigley & Martyn Daniels 

"Books are no more threatened by Kindle than stairs by elevators" 

(Stephen Fry) 
Annie Quigley, Bibliophile owner and passionate book-lover, was brought up in a family of 
parents who were writers, surrounded by family friends who were writers and who herself 
studied literature and is passionate about all things 'bookish'. Alongside her husband and 
fellow Director, Martyn Daniels, Annie publishes a monthly Bibliophile mail order 
catalogue posted free to members. The newspaper has its own International Serial 
Number and bears a Royal Warrant, By Royal Appointment to HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh. Bibliophile stocks over 3500 titles a year, which are hand selected from 
publishers and specialist wholesalers and sourced in the UK and US. Every month they 
buy in over 300 new titles and have also published Bibliophile ebooks (to read on any 
mobile device or PC). 

In July 2013, Bibliophile was invited to exhibit at the Queen's Coronation Festival at 
Buckingham Palace. 
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TUESDAY EVENING  

WRITING CRIME, REPORTING CRIME 

From the poignant to the ridiculous 

Simon Hall 

Simon has become a popular speaker, appearing at a variety of prestigious literary 
festivals, writers’ schools, at libraries, universities and colleges, and on cruise ships. His 
talks offer an insight into the writing process, with reflections both poignant and humorous 
on an author’s inspirations, the wonderful art of people watching to help build your 
characters, what to do when dealing with strangely obsessed fans, and why a very bad 
experience means there’s no sex in his novels. There’s also a taste of the extraordinary 
life of a television news correspondent, from Simon’s time covering some of the biggest 
stories Britain has ever known-such as the 7/7 suicide bombings in London-to the lighter 
side of the media life, including how to handle a complaint from Mary Whitehouse and the 
now notorious story of What to do when you really need a dead otter. 

WEDNESDAY  

HOW TO BE AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOURIST David & Hilary Crystal 

In an illustrated presentation based on their book, Wordsmiths and Warriors, David and 
Hilary Crystal talk about some of the fascinating places in Britain which have helped to 
shape the character of the English language, and some of the literary issues encountered 
while creating the book. David works from his home in Holyhead, North Wales, as a 
writer, editor, lecturer, and broadcaster. He published the first of his 100 or so books in 
1964, and became known chiefly for his research work in English language studies. He 
held a chair at the University of Reading for 10 years, and is now Honorary Professor of 
Linguistics at the University of Wales, Bangor. He received an OBE for services to the 
English language in 1995. David's recent books include The Story of English in 100 
Words (2011), Spell it out: the singular story of English spelling (2012), and, with his wife 
and business partner Hilary Crystal, Wordsmiths and Warriors: the English-language 
tourist's guide to Britain (2013). Hilary is a former speech therapist and encyclopedia sub-
editor. She published her first children's novel, The Memors, in 2013 as an ebook. 

Help us by just shopping online! 

Shop with your favourite stores and they'll donate to The 
Writers' Summer School-all without charging you a penny 
more. From Amazon to Expedia, you can compare thou-
sands of products and brands that will all raise money for 
any UK cause and get the best deal online. 

Get started by visiting http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/swanwickwritersschool and click on 
'Join now'. Once you've done this, just need to remember to log in every time you shop online!  
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DIANA WIMBS                                                                                       Chairman 
Diana discovered the magic of Swanwick in 1997 and has been under its spell ever since. 
Her book, Freelance Copywriting, was inspired by her first visit to the School, since when 
she has been a frequent course leader and has served on the Committee twice in the 
roles of Vice Chairman and now Chairman. A professional copywriter for over 20 years, 
Diana was also a regular columnist for Writers' News. In 2006, she introduced the 
School's distinctive Swanwick signature logo which is now a familiar brand image for 
writers everywhere. 
 
MICHAEL O’BYRNE                                                                     Vice Chairman 
A police officer from the age of 19, Michael served in the Royal Hong Kong Police, The 
Met, Surrey, Thames Valley and Bedfordshire, retiring as chief constable. Since then he 
has concentrated on writing. Changing Policing - Revolution not Evolution (2002) and The 
Crime Writer's Guide to Police Practice and Procedure (Robert Hale, 2009)- created from 
running a Swanwick workshop. He has risen to the challenge of creating a programme 
every bit as good as those he has attended 
 
LESLEY DESCHNER                                                                            Secretary 
Lesley's interest in writing started many years ago but only really got underway when she 
joined Ayr Writers' Club in 2004. She enjoys writing short stories, non-fiction pieces, and 
short plays and sketches. She also has a liking for comic poetry and has embarrassed 
many friends with impromptu verses or birthday rhymes. Along with 7 writing friends, she 
is a part of an e-publishing group called LiterEight and indulges in acting (for fun). 
 
MARGARET BURTON                                                                          Treasurer 
Margaret has been attending Swanwick since 1995, the same year she discovered her 
love of comedy-writing. She’s had regular success, including one-liners for The News 
Huddlines on Radio 2 and was a heat winner in the sketch show Shoot the Writers, aired 
on ITV1. She has also written sketches for Children's ITV. In an earlier life she has been 
a local correspondent for The Portsmouth Evening News and has a background in 
accounts and finance. When she grows up she wants to be a successful sit-com writer. 
 
GRAHAM ALIBONE                                                             Committee Member 
Graham was born and went to school in Northampton, but moved to the Huddersfield 
area in the late 60s. Retired after 45 years in the printing and packaging industry, he has 
had some success with short stories and poetry over the past 10 years. A Swanwicker 
since 2006 Graham has some public speaking experience and was a DJ until 2000. He 
has an eclectic taste in music but his favourites are blues, rock and ethnic. He enjoys 
motorcycling and has toured extensively, both in England and abroad. 
 
MAGGIE BOLTON                                                                Committee Member 
Maggie has been writing, on and off, for many years, having short stories and articles 
published in a variety of magazines including a regular column in a small circulation 
monthly. She has recently ventured into e-publishing, along with seven other Ayrshire 
writers, producing two anthologies of stories and poems. Her main interest is in writing for 
children for both under sevens and novels for older children. A regular Swanwicker for the 
past ten years, Maggie would like to give back something to the school. 

YOUR COMMITTEE FOR 2014 

Freelance Copywriting, 

Writers’  News. 
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PAUL BUDD                                                                         Committee Member 
Paul's interest in writing dates back to his teens, but it is only in the last five years that he 
has been able to devote as much time as he would wish to developing the skill of writing. 
Both he and his wife, Mary, will finish a Master's degree in Creative writing at Oxford 
Brookes in September 2014 and are currently struggling with the major projects. Paul 
worked for over thirty years in Accountancy and Banking. 
 
IAN MARTIN                                                                         Committee Member 
First attending Swanwick in 2008, Ian was immediately drawn by its unique experience. 
He won the Military Police writing prize at age 18, progressed through Northumbria 
Police, CID and Special Branch. Having bred several German Shepherd champions, he 
became a regular columnist for The German Shepherd Magazine and combines design-
ing and delivering Canine First Aid courses with carrying out investigations. Ian volunteer-
ed at the North East Air Ambulance, dedicated to keeping the service operational. He is 
thrilled to be part of the team that enables everyone to contribute to the Swanwick 
uniqueness. 

 

COMMITTEE ASSISTANTS 
 

JOHN & ZANA LAMONT                                 Host & Hostess to the Speakers 
John and Zana have been coming to Swanwick as happy attendees for a long time. Over 
the years, John has also been a committee member, workshop leader, course leader and 
main speaker, while Zana has led workshops, courses and many relaxation sessions to 
help Swanwickers keep their excitement in check. Their day job is writing and running 
courses for therapists in Scotland. 

 
LOIS MADDOX                                                                Book Room Organiser 
A veteran of the School for 20 years, Lois’s main contribution is organising the Book 
Room with a Team of Helpers. She has also led various workshops and ‘What are you 
Writing Now' segments. She’s bilingual in English-Spanish and has taught all levels for 
many years. She has written columns for her local newspaper, articles, short stories, 
interviews and has made recordings for radio; and occasionally, reviews books. Her main 
interests- Steam Railways and Family History. 
 
TARJA MOLES                                               Swanwick Website Co-Ordinator 
Tarja has been a hugely popular Swanwick member and tutor ever since she arrived as a 
fresh faced 'white badger' a few years ago. Endlessly generous, Tarja also donates her 
time and expertise to the School by helping us to keep the website updated with all the 
latest news. 
 
KATE McCORMICK                                              Swanwick Newsletter Editor 
Kate works tirelessly every month in collating all the entries to the newsletter, getting 
them into shape and sending them out to literally hundreds of subscribers at home and 
abroad via email. She does it as a labour of love for the School and we can never thank 
her enough. 

Swanwick webmaster
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The 66th Writers’ Summer School 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
to be held at the Hayes Conference Centre, 

Swanwick, Derbyshire 

THURSDAY 14th AUGUST 2014 AT 4.00 PM 

Agenda 
 
1. Chairman’s introduction 
2. Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting 
3. Matters arising (not arising elsewhere) 
4. Election of Officers and Committee 
5. Secretary’s report 
6. Adoption of Secretary’s report 
7. Treasurer’s report 
8. Adoption of Treasurer’s report 
9. The 67th Writers’ Summer School 
10. Any other business 

 

 

 

Any delegate may stand for committee if they have attended the Writers’ Summer 
School on at least four occasions within the preceding ten years (including the 
School at which they have been nominated and the immediately preceding 
School) Nominations must: 

(a) be signed by the Nominee  

(b) include the signatures of a Proposer and Seconder 

(c) be left at the Conference Office before 2.00 pm on Tuesday 14th August. 

Further information, the 2013 Minutes, a copy of the School’s Constitution and the 
balance sheet for the year ending 30th September 2013 will be posted on the notice 
board near the Vinery or in the Information Room. 
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“There’s something special about the atmosphere at Swanwick – why else would people 
come back year after year? It’s huge fun, highly stimulating, and of course famously 
friendly. I had a wonderful time and would recommend it to anyone.” 

Deborah Moggach (Guest Speaker 2013) 

 

 

 

from Giving up the Ghost: 
A Memoir by Hilary Mantel 
(Fourth Estate)

When you think you’re pregnant, and 
you’re not, what happens to the child that 
has already formed in your mind? You keep 
it filed in a drawer of your consciousness, 
like a short story that never worked after 
the opening lines.

1st prize £5,000 

5 other finalists will receive manuscript 
feedback from The Literary Consultancy 
and an invitation to a special networking 
event with literary agents 

Closing date: 22 September 2014

www.mslexia.co.uk/memoir
0191 204 8860
memoir@mslexia.co.uk

2014
women’s 
memoir
 competition
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THEWORLD
OFWRITING
Handbags full of snails, words the English language is missing and 

James Bond’s booze habit? It must be the wide world of writing

Figures of Speech Novel writing ideas

‘As creative-writing courses and online fi ction forums swell and it gets 
easier to self-publish, interest in writers’ routines increases,’ said Hannah 
Rosefi eld, writing in New Yorker magazine

‘Anyone who has attended a staged author interview will be 
familiar with questions from the audience like, What time do 
you start writing in the morning? Do you write longhand or 
on a computer? Do you work from a plan or make it up as 
you go along?

‘As the series title “Writers at Work” suggests, the Paris 
Review interviews have always concentrated on this aspect 
of their subjects’ lives, asking as much about writing 
routine and process as about literary form or subject. What 
people really want to know is what it is that the writer does 
that enables her to transform ordinary words – the same ones 
non-writers use all day, every day – into art. Everyone has a book 
in them, the saying goes – not a sculpture or an arabesque. If you, like 
Haruki Murakami, could rise at 4am every day and write for fi ve or six 
hours straight, perhaps you too could write The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle. (On the 
other hand, the knowledge – as revealed in Mason Currey’s recent book, Daily 
Rituals – that Patricia Highsmith loved her pet snails so much that she once went to 
a party with a hundred in her handbag might reassure you that you’d rather be sane 
than a novelist.)’

Insider tips on non-fi ction writing

Tips from top non-fi ction book editors 
about the sort of books they are hoping 
to commission this year were included 
as usual in the annual feature on the 
Andrew Lownie Literary Agency 
(www.andrewlownie.co.uk). Here’s 
what one of them had to say

Mark Booth, publisher, Coronet: 
‘I think that this year editors will be 
looking for all the same things they 
always look for – a cute and very clear 
new concept, writing that fi zzes on 
the page, a startling new voice and 
original use of language, a book that 
gives you pleasure and information 

you can’t get anywhere else... but a 
book that fi ts clearly into a genre that 
has supported recent best sellers. 
However, in addition, their focus will 
be on “discoverability”. Because the 
high street is in such a poor way and 
the range of online promos is so limited, 
publishers’ power to get books in 
front of people is pretty limited at the 
moment, so publicity is key. Publishers’ 
publicity departments are as ever 
overstretched, which means that editors 
will tend to favour projects that already 
have momentum. So if an author is 
already famous, that’s a big help. If an 

author has a wide range of contacts 
in the media, that helps too. If you 
can engage journalists, newspapers, 
radio and TV channels so you are able 
to say they are already interested in 
featuring you and your story, that’s 
good. If you don’t have a substantial 
online presence, develop one before 
submitting your script. Research other 
writers, editors, agents, media outlets 
who share your interests and bond with 
them. Be part of a school of thought or 
taste. To be a commercial proposition, 
it’s no longer enough – if it ever was – 
for a book to be a good book.’

WRITING MAGAZINE 
ON THE GO!

Visit our website for daily news updates, 
exclusive features and fantastic competitions

www.writers-online.co.uk

Visit www.pocketmags.com/writing

Novel writing ideas

‘As creative-writing courses and online fi ction forums swell and it gets 
easier to self-publish, interest in writers’ routines increases,’ said Hannah 

New Yorker magazine
‘Anyone who has attended a staged author interview will be 

familiar with questions from the audience like, What time do 
you start writing in the morning? Do you write longhand or 
on a computer? Do you work from a plan or make it up as 

‘As the series title “Writers at Work” suggests, the Paris 
 interviews have always concentrated on this aspect 

of their subjects’ lives, asking as much about writing 
routine and process as about literary form or subject. What 
people really want to know is what it is that the writer does 
that enables her to transform ordinary words – the same ones 
non-writers use all day, every day – into art. Everyone has a book 
in them, the saying goes – not a sculpture or an arabesque. If you, like 
Haruki Murakami, could rise at 4am every day and write for fi ve or six 
hours straight, perhaps you too could write The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle. (On the 
other hand, the knowledge – as revealed in Mason Currey’s recent book, Daily 

 – that Patricia Highsmith loved her pet snails so much that she once went to 
a party with a hundred in her handbag might reassure you that you’d rather be sane 

you can’t get anywhere else... but a 
book that fi ts clearly into a genre that 
has supported recent best sellers. 
However, in addition, their focus will 
be on “discoverability”. Because the 
high street is in such a poor way and 
the range of online promos is so limited, 
publishers’ power to get books in 
front of people is pretty limited at the 
moment, so publicity is key. Publishers’ 
publicity departments are as ever 
overstretched, which means that editors 
will tend to favour projects that already 
have momentum. So if an author is 
already famous, that’s a big help. If an 

author has a wide range of contacts 
in the media, that helps too. If you 
can engage journalists, newspapers, 
radio and TV channels so you are able 
to say they are already interested in 
featuring you and your story, that’s 
good. If you don’t have a substantial 
online presence, develop one before 
submitting your script. Research other 
writers, editors, agents, media outlets 
who share your interests and bond with 
them. Be part of a school of thought or 
taste. To be a commercial proposition, 
it’s no longer enough – if it ever was – 
for a book to be a good book.’
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Rachel Joyce shares her path 
to publication, from actress, 
through playwright, to novelist, 
with Judith Spelman

‘I  have notebooks everywhere,’ 
declares Rachel Joyce. ‘I am often 
doing several things at once and 
I have a diff erent notebook for 
diff erent things. Then I end up 

losing them! One day I shall treat myself to 
an enormous, sort of Victorian, Dickensian 
notebook!’ We talk during a break Rachel is 
taking from adapting Shirley by Charlotte Brontë 
for the BBC. Rachel is fairly new to writing 
novels, although she has a solid background 
as an actress and a playwright. She was a joint 
winner in 2007 of The Tinniswood Award for 
her BBC Radio 4 play To be a Pilgrim, which 
was dramatised with Anton Rodgers and Anna 
Massey in the lead roles. She adapted this 
subsequently for her fi rst novel, The Unlikely 
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, which was shortlisted 
for the Commonwealth Book Prize, longlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize and gained her the 
award of Specsavers New Writer of the Year 
from The National Book Awards in 2012.

Rachel has written more than twenty 
original afternoon plays for Radio 4, and made 

Rachel Joyce shares her path 
to publication, from actress, 
through playwright, to novelist, 
with Judith Spelman

‘I
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