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GIVE SOMETHING BACK TO SWANWICK

My special thanks go to the Friends of Swanwick, whose financial contributions enable us to
offer subsidised places to younger writers and the less well off, and to all our volunteers who
give their time for free and without whom Swanwick wouldn’t exist. I look forward to meeting
you all at the Friends’ and Volunteers’ Receptions. Cathy Grimmer, Chairman

If you love Swanwick there are many ways you can give something back...

VOLUNTEERING
COURSE LEADERS
Do you have the skills to lead a course or workshop? We pay a fee for two and fourpart courses. We always try to choose our course leaders from attending delegates
as this saves the school accommodation costs and travelling expenses.
COMMITTEE & OFFICERS
We need committee members with many different skills and experiences to make
Swanwick dynamic and successful. Why not consider standing for election?
SWANWICK WEEK AMBASSADORS & VOLUNTEERS
Every year at the school we need ambassadors, reception stewards, book room
assistants, raffle ticket sellers, course leaders, lift up your hearts/minds facilitators etc.

DONATIONS
FRIENDS OF SWANWICK
Support the TopWrite scheme for younger writers and the Assisted Places scheme for
those struggling financially. Your donation could provide a life-changing experience,
unlocking the potential and creativity of a new writer and giving them the
opportunity to create writing friendships and support networks that will last a lifetime.
GIVE AS YOU LIVE
Shop with your favourite stores and they’ll donate to Swanwick – all without charging
you a penny more.
LEGACIES
By leaving us a gift in your will or making a donation in memory of a loved Swanwick
friend you can support us so we can continue to support writers.

PUBLICISE SWANWICK
FACEBOOK & TWITTER
Please follow us on Facebook and Twitter. Sharing information and retweeting helps
us reach a wider audience.
FLYERS
You can download flyers from the Swanwick website and take them to your writing
group or local library.
WORD OF MOUTH
Don’t forget to tell other writers how good Swanwick is. A recommendation from a
happy customer is the best form of advertising there is!
If you would like to volunteer, please indicate how you would like to help Swanwick
on your feedback form. For details on making donations and publicising Swanwick,
see the ‘Support’ page on the Swanwick website. If you are interested in joining the
committee or would like further information on any of the above, speak to a
committee member.
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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME LETTER
Welcome to Swanwick 2017
There are few things I find as satisfying as the sound of my Swanwick
programme dropping onto my door mat. Even being on the committee
and seeing the programme before it’s printed doesn’t dull the excitement. I
suspect these words will sit mainly unread while 200+ Swanwickers leaf
through the following pages to see the full details of courses, speakers and
evening entertainment, get out their pens (green ink for me) and plan their
week. But if you are reading this in an idle moment, let me tell you what an
absolute pleasure it is to be involved in putting together such a brilliant
week. For your committee it is a labour of love - interspersed with some
stress, anguish, gritted teeth and anxiety. But, like having babies, all the pain
and worry is forgotten when you see what you have created!
We have a fantastic course programme with something to suit all tastes,
genres and experience. There are more opportunities to work on the writing
tools that don’t involve actual writing - with sessions on Mindfulness,
Research, Marketing and Promotion and Self Publishing. By popular request,
we have extended the evening entertainment to include a Prose Open-Mic
session, as well as keeping regular favourites such as the Buskers’ Night and
the Fancy Dress Disco. Our speakers – Sophie Hannah, Cathy Cassidy,
Stephen Booth and Imogen Cooper – have been hand picked to provide
an entertaining, informative and discussion-provoking post-dinner hour. And
I can’t wait to see Simon Hall in full Graham Norton mode for the inaugural
Swanwick chat show on Tuesday night.
There’s no need to pre-book for any courses or events – and no obligation
to attend if you prefer to use some, or even all, of the time for writing. My
message to first-timers is, as always, have a great time but don’t try to do
everything or you’ll be exhausted by Tuesday evening. It will, undoubtedly,
be ignored - just as I ignored it at my first Swanwick in 2008!
I’ve ordered the sunshine and now I’m looking forward to a week of
laughing and learning, seeing old friends and making new ones and, most
of all, sharing my passion for writing with my fellow writers.
See you there!
Cathy Grimmer
CHAIRMAN
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HOW TO FIND US
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THE WRITERS’ SUMMER SCHOOL
The Hayes Conference Centre
Hayes Lane
SWANWICK
Alfreton
Derbyshire
DE55 1AU

The
per

01773 526 000
By ROAD

The Hayes is approximately a ten minute drive from JUNCTION 28 off the M1.
Exit the motorway taking the A38 towards Derby, leave the A38 at the exit
marked A615/A61 Matlock & Chesterfield. Take the B6179 towards Swanwick
and Ripley. At the traffic lights/crossroads by the church turn LEFT towards
Somercotes – there is a sign saying CONFERENCE CENTRE. After approx 500
yards, turn RIGHT into Hayes Lane. The conference centre is straight ahead.
There is ample free parking available.

By RAIL

The nearest station is ALFRETON on the Sheffield/Nottingham line. However,
trains are limited, so we recommend travelling to DERBY and then taking a taxi
or a bus from there. You can pre book a taxi by contacting the Hayes
conference centre directly or you can pre book our COACH PICK UP SERVICE
from DERBY station at 15:45 on Saturday. You must pre book & pay in order to
board the coach.

By BUS

From DERBY take a 9.1 or 9.2 or 9.3 to MANSFIELD and ask to be let off at THE
GATE INN, Swanwick. The conference centre is a five minute walk from there.

By AIR

East Midlands International:
Birmingham International:
Manchester International:

01332 852 852
0871 222 0072
0161 489 3000

By BOAT

Not recommended.
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PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE BEFORE 15:30!
The Summer School officially starts with Afternoon Tea on the lawn - weather
permitting - on Saturday.

ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION
On arrival, please go to the RECEPTION AREA in your chosen ACCOMMODATION
BLOCK . You will be given your room number, your identification badge and
keys to your room. Please wear your badge at all times.
Accommodation is in the following areas:

LAKESIDE

Ground Floor:
First floor:
Second Floor:
Third Floor:

Rooms 101 - 130
Rooms 201 - 254
Rooms 301 - 356
Rooms 401 - 425

ALAN BOOTH CENTRE
Ground floor:
First Floor:

MAIN HOUSE
Ground Floor:
First Floor:
Second floor:

Rooms 3 – 13
Rooms 16 – 30

Rooms 3 – 9 & 17 – 27
Rooms A - F
Rooms 35 – 44 & 57 – 63
Rooms 66 – 84
Rooms H – T

All accommodation areas are served by lifts and/or stairs.

BAGGAGE HANDLING

Unfortunately, we are unable to provide a baggage handling service.
Delegates are advised to make their own arrangements.

ROOM FACILITIES

All rooms in Lakeside & Alan Booth Centre and most rooms in the Main House
have private en-suite facilities with soap and towels (but not toiletries) provided.
All rooms are also equipped with complimentary tea & coffee making facilities
and a hairdryer. If you run out of anything or would like extra bedding or pillows
etc., please see a member of the Hayes housekeeping staff. There is also free
Wi-Fi in all rooms and a daily maid service.
To activate the electricity in your room (ABC & Lakeside), place your key fob in
the wall pocket. Please keep your keys safe!
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SECURITY

Please wear your name badge at all times. Due to Health & Safety Regulations
we are obliged to give The Hayes a daily list of all residents, so please inform us if
you are going ‘off-site’ for any reason.

VALUABLES

Please do not leave valuables unattended in your room – even if it is locked.
The Summer School and The Hayes are not liable for any losses. If you are not
able to keep them with you, please ask about using the safe in the Conference
Office.

WI-FI

There is FREE Wi-Fi available throughout the conference centre including all the
bedrooms. You will need to ‘log-in’ with your email address to access the Wi-Fi.
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We suggest that you bring an extension lead for your laptop for use in your room
and if you need to charge your laptop during sessions. There will be a printer in
the Main House Reception for the exclusive use of delegates. There is also a
collection box for your donations to pay for paper and ink.
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CHECK OUT - 10:00 FRIDAY MORNING

M

COACH TRANSFERS

All

COMPUTERS/LAPTOPS

Don’t forget to drop your keys into the boxes in the reception areas.
Coaches depart at 09:15 for Derby Station for all delegates who have booked
the return coach. PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE! The coaches will not wait for you.

BR

HAYES ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

MO

If you have any complaints regarding the facilities at the Hayes - rooms/food
etc - these should be reported directly to the Hayes Admin Office located in the
Main House.

HAYES GIFT SHOP

The Hayes has a small gift shop that is open from 09:00 – 17:00 most days selling
a range of snacks, chocolate and chilled soft drinks as well as cards and gifts.

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS
The School’s Conference Office:

The Hayes Administration Office:

CASH MACHINES

8

10:
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12:
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15:

DIN
07564 877445
01773 526 000 – option 3

There are no cash machines available at The Hayes. The nearest cash
machines are located in the village. The bar, however, does take credit/debit
cards for transactions over £5. If you urgently require cash, we now offer a
cheque/BACS ‘cash-back’ facility through the school conference office.
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MAIL

There is a post box located in the Reception area of the Main House. Mail is
collected daily. The address for in-coming mail is:
The Writers Summer School
Hayes Conference Centre
SWANWICK
Derbyshire
DE55 1AU
Any incoming mail can be collected from the SCHOOL CONFERENCE OFFICE
during opening hours.

SMOKING

The Hayes has a STRICT NO SMOKING POLICY throughout the whole
conference centre. This includes the bar, the conference halls and meeting
rooms, all accommodation blocks and the bedrooms. There are however,
designated smoking areas located outside, with shelter provided, for those that
wish to smoke.
Please note that this policy includes E-cigarettes.

MEALS & SNACKS & DRINKS
All meals are served buffet style.

BREAKFAST
07:45 – 09:15

MORNING COFFEE
10:40 - 11:10

LUNCH

12:30 – 14:00

AFTERNOON TEA
15:15 – 15:45

DINNER

18:30 - 20:00

BAR OPENING HOURS
Lunch:
Evening:

Served in the CHATSWORTH DINING ROOM.
Served in the BAR/LOUNGE area.
Served in the CHATSWORTH DINING ROOM
Served in the BAR/LOUNGE area
Served in the CHATSWORTH DINING ROOM
12:15 – 13:00
18:00 – 23:00 - last orders are at 22:50
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SPECIAL DIETS
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DINING ROOM & SEATING ARRANGEMENTS
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If you have requested a special diet, you will be given a DIET TICKET on arrival.
Please show it to a member of the Hayes dining staff at mealtimes. PLEASE do
not change your diet preferences during your stay as this can cause problems
for the catering staff! There is ample food plus plenty of fresh fruit available, as
well as hot/cold water. You won’t go hungry!
On SATURDAY evening there will be several tables specially reserved for WHITE
BADGERS (first timers) each hosted by a Swanwick member. If this is your first
visit to Swanwick we are sure you have lots of questions about the week ahead.
Please join us on one of these tables and take the opportunity to ask away and
get to meet other new Swanwickers too.
Apart from the above, there is no ‘pre-arranged’ seating in the dining rooms
(with the exception of the CHAIRMAN’S TABLE). You may sit wherever you like!
All meals are served buffet style.

CORKAGE

The Hayes is happy to allow delegates to bring their own alcohol, and we pay a
corkage fee to cover this. However, the bar is reasonably priced and we
encourage you to purchase at least some of your alcohol from the bar.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
DRESS CODE

Swanwick is proud of its relaxed and friendly atmosphere and there is no
‘formal’ dress code. Please wear whatever you feel comfortable in. Some of
our delegates like to ‘dress for dinner’, but this is not compulsory. On the last
night – the DREGS PARTY is often used as an excuse to don a posh frock and
fresh socks - but this is entirely optional.
Typical English summer weather can range from very hot and humid, to a bit
chilly (especially in the evenings) and of course, there is always the possibility of
the odd rain shower – we suggest you pack accordingly!

SCHOOL CONFERENCE OFFICE

The Summer School Conference office is located in one of the meeting rooms
just off the Main Lounge. Please note the opening times on the door. If you
have any problems or need assistance, please come and see us during
opening times. When the office is closed, please contact a member of the
Committee or one of our Stewards, who will be happy to try and help you.
The School’s Conference Office contact number: 07564 877445
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CONFERENCE ROOMS

Sessions are held in one of the following rooms:
Main Conference Hall
Butterley Hall 1
Butterley Hall 2
Derbyshire Suite
Tissington Room
Main Lounge
Chapel
Book Room
Derwent Room

MCH
BLY1
BLY2
DS
TR
ML
C
BR
DR

Please see the site MAP which is in your WELCOME PACK. We also have a few
spare maps, so if you lose yours, come and collect one from the conference
office.

INFORMATION ROOM

If you want to know more about any of the courses, tutors, sessions etc, then
please visit the INFORMATION ROOM where you will find leaflets, brochures and
magazines with information and material of interest. Everything is free. Please
help yourself.

COURSE HANDOUTS

All courses taught during the week that include any handouts will have the
handouts available to download from the website the week following the
Summer School. To access downloads from this year's courses and workshops
visit: www.swanwickwritersschool.org.uk/downloads and enter the password
which will be announced at Swanwick.

BOOK ROOM

Open Sunday/Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday. Opening times are shown in the
DAILY PROGRAMME GUIDE. Only delegates are allowed to sell their books.
Please come along to browse & buy! Credit/debit cards accepted.

BOOK ROOM – NOTES FOR AUTHORS

The Book Room will be open from 15:30 – 18:00 on SATURDAY afternoon for
registration of books for sale. Please ensure that each book has a detailed card
inside and your list is ready before you take your books to the Book Room.
Payment is by BACS or cheque. Please make sure we have your bank details
for BACS payments. If you prefer to be paid by cheque, please provide an SAE.
On THURSDAY morning the book room is open from 10:30 – 11:00 for all authors
to collect any unsold books. Please see Liz Hurst or Katherine Bolton for any
queries about the Book Room.

11
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NOTICE BOARD & ANNOUNCEMENTS

There’s always a lot going on at Swanwick! To be kept up to date with
everything there is a Notice Board located in THE VINERY (next to the BAR)
which is available for all school-related business. This includes any lost items as
well as last minute changes to the programme etc,. If you wish to meet other
delegates with similar interests, you can also use the Notice Board to arrange a
group meeting.
The Vice Chairman will announce any changes and notices during meals and
again at 20:20 in the MCH before the evening speaker. However, please check
the notice board regularly if you wish to be kept up-to-date.
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Every year we hold a raffle in aid of the school. The winning ticket holder gets a
FREE PLACE at the following years’ Summer School. Runners up get a £100
Swanwick Gift Voucher and a £50 gift voucher, respectively. Raffle tickets are
on sale all week and are only £1 each. If you’re not approached by one of our
Ticket Sellers sometime during the week and you would like to buy some tickets,
please come and see us in the SCHOOL CONFERENCE OFFICE.
The draw takes place at the FAREWELL MEETING on Thursday evening.
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MORNING MEDITATION BY THE LAKE

PA

RAFFLE

Swanwick is famous for its beautiful, tranquil surroundings. The lake is particularly
lovely, especially first thing in the morning. Why not come and join us at 08:00
for this short meditation session designed to focus and align your thoughts for
the day? If it’s raining – these sessions will be in the TISSINGTON ROOM.
Led by Katherine Bolton

LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS

Every morning at 08:00 (except Sunday) you can share 15 minutes of relaxed,
non-denominational reflection that takes place in The CHAPEL. Each day is
hosted by a different Swanwick member and can be anything from traditional
hymns and readings to sharing a particular poem, prayer or piece of music.
New members are especially welcome. The Chapel also remains open
throughout the day for private prayer.
Co-ordinator: Christina Martin

LIFT UP YOUR PENS

Lift Up Your Pens consists of five pre-breakfast sessions and it’s aimed at anyone
who enjoys – or even relishes – early morning writing. The sessions will be in the
general areas of creative expression, writing development, personal
empowerment, sheer inspiration and fun!
Come and join us in the TISSINGTON ROOM for an uplifting writing exercise at
8am Monday – Thursday.
Co-ordinator: Tarja Moles
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UNWIND YOUR MIND
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Just as the morning meditation can set you up for the day, this relaxing
afternoon session can help you relax and unwind from all the workshops and
courses of the day. Listen to some music, join in with some gentle stretching
movements and replenish your mind, body and soul ready for the evening.
Sessions are held Sunday, Monday & Wednesday at 17:00 in the CHAPEL.
Led by Zana Lamont

PROCRASTINATION FREE DAY - TUESDAY

An ideal opportunity to start on something new - or concentrate on an existing
piece of work - in a supportive and distraction free environment.
There are two groups to choose from - one for those who like to work on
laptops/computers and one for those who prefer the more traditional pen &
paper approach. Spaces for either are limited, so it’s advisable to sign up as
soon as possible. There will be a sign up sheet on the NOTICE BOARD in THE
VINERY. Refreshments will be provided and we will break for lunch. No mobile
phones allowed! Sessions held in DERBYSHIRE SUITE or the DERWENT ROOM.
Please check the notice board and listen out for announcements.
Let’s get writing!

PAGE TO STAGE – SUNDAY / TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY

Calling all budding actors/actresses and directors! You are invited to take part
in our hugely popular and fun PAGE TO STAGE Scriptwriting Workshop.
There is a briefing on SUNDAY afternoon after tea in the MAIN CONFERENCE
HALL (MCH) where you can find out more about Page to Stage.
If you would like to be considered for an acting or a directing part, please
come to the Page To Stage briefing on Sunday if possible for the main casting
session or, if you can’t make that, to the Tuesday afternoon session – both are in
the MAIN CONFERENCE HALL. Everyone is welcome! You do not need any
previous acting or directing experience.
Seven pre-submitted plays are cast and rehearsed during Tuesday afternoon
and are then performed on Wednesday evening as part of the evening
entertainments programme.
There are prizes and certificates for BEST ACTOR, BEST ACTRESS and BEST
PLAY/WRITER
Page To Stage this year is being co-ordinated by Liz Hurst. It is one of our most
enjoyable and popular features during the week.

SWANWICK FACEBOOK GROUP & TWITTER FOLLOWERS

All members of the Summer School Facebook group and all Twitter followers are
invited to an informal gathering during SUNDAY afternoon tea. Come along to
the MAIN LOUNGE and say hello to your fellow FACEBOOKERS & TWEETERS!

13
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DAILY PROGRAMME GUIDE
SATURDAY
15:30

WELCOME TO SWANWICK
Please go to the Reception Area in your chosen accommodation
block to register, collect your room key and your identification
badge. Please wear your badge at all times.

16:30 AFTERNOON TEA
After you have dropped your bags in your room, join us for the
traditional Swanwick welcome with Afternoon Tea served in the
terrace overlooking the lawn in front of the Main House.
17:15 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME
Main Conference Hall

MCH

A warm welcome to everyone for the week ahead!
18:00 FIRST YEAR (WHITE BADGE) TOUR & RECEPTION
If this is your first time at Swanwick, you are invited to join the
Committee & Course Tutors in the Main Lounge. There will be a
quick tour of the conference centre followed by an informal chat
and a complimentary glass of wine before we go into dinner.
18:00 BAR OPEN

14
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18:30 – 20:00 DINNER
Served buffet style in the Chatsworth Dining Room.
See pages 9-10
20:20 VC ANNOUCEMENTS

MCH

See page 12
20:30 GUEST SPEAKER

MCH

Stephen Booth - see page 40
21:30 ICE BREAKER

MCH

Come along to the Main Conference Hall for this fun
interactive workshop. This year’s theme is The Rime of
The Ancient Mariner. Hosted by Julia Pattison.
See page 41
21:30 WHAT ARE YOU WRITING NOW?

TR

An informal session held in the Tissington Room
where you are invited to share what you’re currently
writing or working on. Hosted by Katherine Bolton
See page 41
22:50 LAST ORDERS AT THE BAR

00:00 BED! Busy week ahead ☺

15
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SUNDAY
07:45 – 09:15 BREAKFAST
08:00 MORNING MEDITATION / LIFT UP YOUR PENS/HEARTS
See page 12
09:30 SPECIALIST COURSES PART 1 of 4
Writing Popular Fiction – Sue Moorcroft

MCH

Fiction for Children & Young People – Jon Mayhew

BLY1

Scriptwriting – Paul Dodgson

BLY2

Non Fiction – Jacqueline Jeynes

DS

A Year In Poetry – Alison Chisholm

TR

See pages 29 - 31
10:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

10:30 MORNING COFFEE
11:15 SHORT COURSES PART 1 of 2
Short Stories – Della Galton

MCH

Forensics & CSI – Kate Bendelow

BLY1

My Voice Will Go With You – Bridget Holding

BLY2

The Inner Game – Barbara J Hunt

TR

See pages 32-33
12:15 BAR OPEN
12:20 SUNDAY WORSHIP IN THE CHAPEL
A non-denominational service. All welcome.
16
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12:20 BOOK ROOM OPEN
12:30 – 14:00 LUNCH
14:15 SHORT COURSES PART 2 of 2
15:30 FACEBOOK & TWITTER RECEPTION

ML

15:30 AFTERNOON TEA
16:00 WORKSHOPS
Page to Stage Briefing

MCH

The Swanwick Standard Part I

BLY1

Running a Creative Writers’ Group

BLY2

17:15 Unwind your Mind
See page 13

C

18:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

BAR OPEN
18:30 – 20:00 DINNER
20:20 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCH

20:30 EVENING SPEAKER

MCH

Sophie Hannah - see page 40
21:30 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ - page 41
21:30 POETRY OPEN MIC – page 41
22:50 LAST ORDERS AT THE BAR
17
17

MCH
ML

MONDAY
07:45 – 09:15 BREAKFAST
08:00 MORNING MEDITATION / LIFT UP YOUR PENS/HEARTS
See page 12
09:30 SPECIALIST COURSES PART 2 of 4
Writing Popular Fiction – Sue Moorcroft

MCH

Fiction for Children & Young People – Jon Mayhew

BLY1

Scriptwriting – Paul Dodgson

BLY2

Non Fiction – Jacqueline Jeynes

DS

A Year In Poetry – Alison Chisholm

TR

10:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

10:30 MORNING COFFEE
11:15 SHORT COURSES PART I of 2
Marketing & Promotion- Lucy Felthouse

MCH

Writing Intimate Scenes – Liz Hurst

BLY1

Poetry from Dreams – Joan Harthan

BLY2

Illustrated Picture Books – Maggie Bolton

TR

See pages 33-34
12:15 BAR OPEN
12:20 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

12:30 – 14:00 LUNCH
COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS
Nominations for the Committee MUST be handed in to the School Conference
Office before 14:00 tomorrow! See page 43-44
18
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14:15 SHORT COURSES – PART 2 of 2
15:30 AFTERNOON TEA
16:00 WORKSHOPS
Writing for Competitions

BLY1

Creative Drinking

BLY2

17:00 Unwind your Mind

C

See page 13
18:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

BAR OPEN
18:30 – 20:00 DINNER
20:20 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCH

20:30 EVENING SPEAKER

MCH

Cathy Cassidy - see page 40
21:30 PROSE OPEN MIC

ML

See page 42
22:00 FANCY DRESS DISCO

VIN

The WILD WILD West
See page 42
22:50 LAST ORDERS AT THE BAR

19
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TUESDAY
07:45 - 09:15 BREAKFAST
08:00 MORNING MEDITATION / LIFT UP YOUR PENS/HEARTS
See page 12
09:30 SHORT COURSES PART I of 2
Research For Writers – Kathryn Aalto

MCH

Pitch Fright - Benjamin Scott

BLY1

Grammar – Geoff Parkes

BLY2

Mindfulness for Writers – Zana Lamont

TR

See pages 34-35
09:30 PROCRASTINATION FREE DAY!

DS/DR

See page 13
10:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

10:30 MORNING COFFEE
11:15 SHORT COURSES – PART 2 of 2
Research For Writers – Kathryn Aalto

MCH

Pitch Fright – Benjamin Scott

BLY1

Grammar – Geoff Parkes

BLY2

Mindfulness for Writers – Zana Lamont

TR

12:15 BAR OPEN
12:30 – 14:00 LUNCH
20
20

14:15 SWANWICK PAGE TO STAGE

MCH

See page 13

PROCRASTINATION FREE DAY!

DS/DR

15:30 AFTERNOON TEA
16:00 FREE TIME
18:00 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

BAR OPEN
18:30 FRIENDS OF SWANWICK RECEPTION
See page 4
18:30 – 20:00 DINNER
20:20 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCH

20:30 IN CONVERSATION WITH...

MCH

Hosted by Simon Hall - see page 41
21:30 BUSKERS’ NIGHT

ML

See page 42
22:50 LAST ORDERS AT THE BAR
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WEDNESDAY
07:45 - 09:15 BREAKFAST
08:00 MORNING MEDITATION / LIFT UP YOUR PENS/HEARTS
See page 12
09:30 SPECIALIST COURSES PART 3 of 4
Writing Popular Fiction – Sue Moorcroft

MCH

Fiction for Children & Young People – Jon Mayhew

BLY1

Scriptwriting – Paul Dodgson

BLY2

Non Fiction – Jacqueline Jeynes

DS

A Year In Poetry – Alison Chisholm

TR

10:30 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

10:30 MORNING COFFEE
11:15 SHORT COURSES PART I of 2
Heroes – Steve Hartley

MCH

Life Writing – Paul Dodgson

BLY1

Comedy Sketch Writing – Gordon Robertson

BLY2

Performance Poetry – Fiona Samuel

TR

See pages 35-36
12:15 BAR OPEN
12:20 BOOK ROOM OPEN

BR

12:30 AMBASSADORS’ & VOLUNTEERS’ RECEPTION

ML

See page 4

22 22

12:30 – 14:00 LUNCH
14:15 SHORT COURSES – PART 2 of 2
15:30 AFTERNOON TEA
15:30 WHITE BADGE MIDWEEK FEEDBACK

ML

16:00 WORKSHOPS
Swanwick Standard Part II

BLY1

Editing Essentials

BLY2

17:00 Unwind your Mind

C

See page 13
18:00 BAR OPEN

BOOK ROOM OPEN – last chance to buy!

BR

18:00 – 20:00 DINNER
20:20 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCH

20:30 EVENING SPEAKER

MCH

Imogen Cooper - see page 41
21:30 PAGE TO STAGE PERFORMANCES
See pages 13 & 42
22:50 LAST ORDERS AT THE BAR
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MCH

TIME
08:00
07:45-09:15

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

SPECIALIST COURSES (1 & 2)
Writing Popular Fiction [MCH]
Fiction for Children & Young People [BLY1]
Scriptwriting [BLY2]
Non - Fiction [DS]
A Year in Poetry [TR]

MORNING

09:30-10:30
10:30-11:00
10:40-11:10

BOOK
C

SHORT COURSES (1/2)
Short Stories [MCH]
Forensics & CSI [BLY1]
My Voice...[BLY2]
The Inner Game [TR]

11:15-12:15

AFTERNOON

12:15-13:00
12:20-12:50
12:30-14:00
14:15-15:15
15:15-15:45

MONDAY
LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS [C
BR

BA
BOOK
FROM 15:30
WELCOME TO
SWANWICK

SHORT COURSES (2/2)
As 11:15-12:15

16:00-17:00

FROM 16:30
AFTERNOON TEA

17:15-18:00

CHAIRMAN’S
WELCOME [MCH]

18:00

First Year Tour &
Reception [ML]

WORKSHOPS

Page to Stage Briefing [MCH]
Swanwick Standard PI [BLY1]
Running a Writers’ Grp [BLY2]

T
WORKSHOPS

Writing for Competitions [BLY
Creative Drinking [BLY2]

Unwind Your Mind [C]

BAR

BOOK

18:30-20:00
20:20
EVENING

SHORT COURSES (1/2)
Marketing & Promotion [MCH
Writing Intimate Scenes [BLY
Poetry From Dreams [BLY2]
Illustrated Picture Books [TR

VC ANN

20:30
[MCH]

Stephen Booth

21:30

Rime of the Ancient Mariner

Sophie Hannah

Cathy Cassidy

21:15-23:00

B
Icebreaker
[MCH]

What Are You Writing
Now? [TR]
KEY TO VENUES:

General Knowledge
Quiz [MCH]

Poetry Open Mic [ML]

Prose Open Mic [ML]

*22:00 pm Fancy Dres
Disco [VIN]

MCH = Main Conference Hall BLY = Butterley Hall (1 & 2) DS = Derbyshire Suite
24
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NDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
HEARTS [C] / LIFT UP YOUR PENS [TR] / MEDITATION by the LAKE
BREAKFAST

& 2)

SHORT COURSES (1/2)
P Research for Writers [MCH]
Pitch Fright [BLY1]
F
Grammar [BLY2]
D
Mindfulness for Writers[TR]

]

e [BLY1]

BOOK ROOM OPEN
COFFEE

URSES (1/2)
Promotion [MCH]
e Scenes [BLY1]
Dreams [BLY2]
ture Books [TR]

P
F
D

SHORT COURSES (2/2)

As 9:30-10:30

BAR OPEN
BOOK ROOM OPEN
LUNCH
P
14:15-16:30
F
Swanwick Page...
D
TEA
P
KSHOPS
...to Stage [MCH]
F
mpetitions [BLY1]
rinking [BLY2]
D
Free Time

SPECIALIST COURSES (3 & 4)
Writing Popular Fiction [MCH]
Fiction for Children & Young People [BLY1]
Scriptwriting [BLY2]
Non - Fiction [DS]
A Year in Poetry [TR]

SHORT COURSES (1/2)
Heroes [MCH]
Life Writing [BLY1]
Comedy Sketches [BLY2]
Performance Poetry [TR]

WORKSHOPS

Swanwick Standard PII [BLY1]
Editing Essentials [BLY2]

A.G.M.

Unwind Your Mind [C]

Free Time

[Lawn]

DINNER
VC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Imogen Cooper

BAR OPEN

en Mic [ML]

Fancy Dress
o [VIN]

Buskers’ Night [ML]

[MCH]

Dregs Party

BOOK ROOM OPEN

In Conversation With...

SHORT COURSES (1/2)
Flash Fiction [MCH]
Adv Characterisation [BLY1]
Murder Investigation [BLY2]
Self-Publishing [TR]

SHORT COURSES (2/2)
As 11:15-12:15

BAR OPEN

Cassidy

THURSDAY

Page to Stage
Performances

Prize Draw &
Awards
Swanwick Farewell
[MCH]

[MCH]

yshire Suite TR = Tissington Room ML = Main Lounge C = Chapel DR= Derwent Room VIN = Vinery
25
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THURSDAY
07:45 - 09:15 BREAKFAST
08:00 MORNING MEDITATION / LIFT UP YOUR PENS/HEARTS
See page 12
09:30 SPECIALIST COURSES PART 4 of 4
Writing Popular Fiction – Sue Moorcroft

MCH

Fiction for Children & Young People – Jon Mayhew

BLY1

Scriptwriting – Paul Dodgson

BLY2

Non Fiction – Jacqueline Jeynes

DS

A Year In Poetry – Alison Chisholm

TR

10:30 MORNING COFFEE
11:15 SHORT COURSES PART I of 2
Flash Fiction – Veronica Bright

MCH

Advanced Characterisation – Simon Hall

BLY1

Murder Investigation – Stuart Gibbon

BLY2

Self Publishing – Malcolm Chisholm

TR

See pages 36-37
12:15 BAR OPEN
12:30 – 14:00 LUNCH
14:15 SHORT COURSES – PART 2 of 2
26
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15:15 AFTERNOON TEA
16:00 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MCH

See page 44
18:00 DREGS PARTY
Posh Frocks & Clean Socks (optional)
See page 43
18:00 BAR OPEN
18:30 – 20:00 DINNER
20:20 VC ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCH

20:30 SWANWICK AWARDS & FAREWELL

MCH

A Swanwick Special.
See page 43
Make the most of the last night to share a few drinks with
old & new Swanwick friends – there’s a rumour that there
might even be a bit of a sing-song!
22:50 LAST ORDERS AT THE BAR

27
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07:45 – 09:15 BREAKFAST

SP

If you’re travelling on the bus, please ensure that you are ready

Ou
are
eve

outside the MAIN HOUSE reception by this time. If you’re not

WR

09.00 ON THE BUSES!

travelling by bus – come down and wave off your new Swanwick

Co

friends!

Ent

09:15 BUSES DEPART FOR DERBY STATION
Please note that the buses WILL depart on time! Many delegates
have ongoing train connections. PLEASE don’t be late.
10:00 CHECK OUT TIME
Check that you have not left any valuables in your room.
Please leave your ROOM KEY in the reception area of your
accommodation block – or at the front desk in the Main House.
Don’t forget to leave your FEEDBACK FORMS in the box at main
reception if you’ve not already done so.

HAVE A SAFE JOURNEY HOME & SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!
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LEARNING PROGRAMME
More information on any of these courses/workshops & their tutors can be found
in the INFORMATION ROOM or by visiting our website.

SPECIALIST COURSES (4 PARTS)

ady

Our Specialist Courses form the backbone of the learning programme. There
are FIVE SPECIALIST COURSES to choose from. The SPECIALIST COURSES are
every morning, except Tuesday. Choices this year are:

not

WRITING POPULAR FICTION

wick

ates

your

e.

main

!

Main Conference Hall (MCH)

Course Tutor: SUE MOORCROFT

Enter the popular fiction market with confidence and professionalism.
The popular fiction market is a vital part of the financial backbone of
contemporary publishing but finding your way into it may seem a steep learning
curve. If you’re interested in finding a publisher for your novel, short story or
serial, Sue Moorcroft can provide insight into how to enter the world of popular
fiction by arming you with understanding of the market as well as helping you
decide how to shape your book and write to sell.
With time for your questions to be answered, the aim of this friendly, open and
interactive course is to help you approach your writing and the market with
professionalism and focus.
Sue Moorcroft writes contemporary fiction with sometimes-unexpected themes and her novels
have sold in several countries. She also writes short stories, serials, columns, writing ‘how to’ and
courses and has taught creative writing for many institutions in the UK and abroad. Sue has
also won the Best Romantic Read Award and the Katie Fforde Bursary.

WRITING FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
Course Tutor: JON MAYHEW

Butterley Hall 1 (BLY1)

The first session will be some basic guidelines for writing for children and how to
connect with your inner-child without losing your dignity. Session two will focus
on creating ideas, worlds and characters. In session three, we’ll look at
structuring your story and in the final session we’ll open the toolbox needed
when writing for an impatient audience.
Writers can bring works in progress to ‘tinker with’ during the session or a blank
sheet of paper.
Jon Mayhew is the award-winning author of Mortlock, The Demon Collector, The Bonehill Curse
and the Monster Odyssey series. A teacher for twenty five years before getting published, Jon
enjoys running workshops in schools and loves inspiring pupils to enjoy reading. Jon is the Royal
Literary Fund Writing Fellow for the University of Chester and has written articles for the
Children’s Writers and Artists’ Yearbook. He lives on the desolate, marshy side of the Wirral with
his wife, family and dogs.
2929 29
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SCRIPTWRITING

Course Tutor: PAUL DODGSON

Butterley Hall 2 (BLY2)

Words that demand to be heard out loud. Over the four sessions of this course
you will explore the principles and differences in writing for stage, screen and
radio. There will be exercises to help you discover what happens as words make
the transition from page to stage, screen and airwaves.

Jac
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Session one: Dramatic monologues. An actor speaking directly to an audience
can be immensely powerful. What works best and why?
Session two: Dialogue based theatre plays. How do you say what the audience
needs to know without resorting to exposition?
Session three: Writing radio drama. Can the pictures be better on the radio?
Session four: Screenwriting. How can you show and not tell?

A

Paul Dodgson’s theatre writing credits include Robin Hood and The Eleventh Hour for Theatre
Royal Bath; music and lyrics for productions of Heidi; The French Detective and the Blue Dog,
and The Nutcracker at the Theatre Royal Bath and Nuffield Southampton; and Alice Through
the Looking Glass at Tobacco Factory, Bristol. Radio writing credits include 16 plays for BBC
Radio 4, including the acclaimed memoir plays You Drive Me Crazy, Home, and On The Road
Not Taken.
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Screenwriting credits include 18 months as part of the Eastenders writing team; and the award
winning drama/documentary series Monsters We Met and Patagonia for BBC 2.

NON FICTION

Course Tutor: JACQUELINE JEYNES

Derbyshire Suite (DS)

Session 1: What is the attraction of non-fiction over fiction writing?
How do you choose a non-fiction topic?
(such as Work /Leisure activities /The Arts /Travel experiences)
Practical session – identify a topic/ break it down into sections/ discuss
possibilities
Session 2: Developing your chosen topic
Practical: Using a sample article produce a “mind map” / who it could be
aimed at/ what is the focus / where published?
Identify three more target groups and ask the same questions for each.
Session 3:
Discuss ideas with the rest of the group / add more possible target audiences
Researching the topic
Aims and Objectives
Structuring the piece
Develop plan to structure this piece as a book rather than an article.
Session 4:
Options for getting work published
Researching markets
Conclusions

30 30
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Jacqueline Jeynes is a published author of non-fiction titles ranging from business
management, practical craft guides, social history related to WWII prisoners of war in the Far
East, to travel reviews and art history.
Recent work relates to travel writing for Silver Travel Advisor site, for 50+ age group, articles for
The Telegraph, and a series of books on walking in Wales including images of old paintings from
the National Library of Wales collections. Awards include national Writer of the Year 2015 and
Exemplary Course award from Aberystwyth University for her Art History Distance Learning
modules.

A YEAR IN POETRY

Tissington Room (TR)

Course Tutor: ALISON CHISHOLM

Original poetry inspired by the months and seasons. This course looks at one of
the most familiar themes for writing poetry... then shows how it can inspire fresh,
new writing.
Session one: Introduction to the route we will follow through the year, plus
poems for September, October and November with reference to the
application of the Fibonacci sequence in poetry forms.
Session two: Poems for December, January, and February with reference to
diary approaches.
Session three: Poems for March, April, and May concentrating on newly devised
forms.
Session four: Poems for June, July, and August with reference to a collage
sequence.
Alison Chisholm writes poetry and how-to books on writing poetry and autobiography. She is a
poetry columnist for Writing Magazine, and wrote the poetry course for the Writers Bureau,
Manchester.
She works for the Poetry Society and Relax and Write Malaga Workshops, and gives talks,
workshops and courses in Britain and overseas. Her eleventh collection, 'A Fraction from
Parallel', was published in 2016.

s
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SHORT COURSES (2 PARTS)

THE

There are 20 Short Courses to choose from during the week, with a choice of
four each day. More information on the SHORT COURSES can be found in the
INFORMATION ROOM or on the website.

SUNDAY
WRITING FOR FICTION MARKETS THAT PAY
Tutor: Della Galton

MCH

There aren’t many paying markets left for fiction but there are some. However, the
competition is intense. Only the best submissions make the grade.
This short course will help you to be one of the best.
Session One
What are the remaining paying markets for short fiction? (They aren’t just women’s
magazines)
Session Two
How do you write what they want?
Three Top Tips to maximize your success

FORENSICS & CSI

BLY1

Tutor: Kate Bendelow

With murder in mind… from crime scene to storyline - enrich your plot with
authenticity and accuracy.
This course focuses on the discovery of a body and what happens next from a crime
scene investigator’s perspective. The first session will concentrate on identifying and
preserving a crime scene and deciding who is allowed access and control of it.
Session two will focus on the evidence types available, how they are searched for
and recovered and how long a crime scene remains a scene. Both sessions also
pinpoint the circumstances which cause investigators to conclude whether or not
death is suspicious.

MY VOICE WILL GO WITH YOU

BLY2

Tutor: Bridget Holding

Finding your voice is the gold at the end of the rainbow for emerging writers.
It’s about much more than style and technique; it’s a journey that moves us from
trying (consciously or unconsciously) to emulate others, to learning how to sound like
ourself.
Find our voice, and we open up a direct channel between the expression of the
writer, and the effect on the reader. Voice not only underlies all creative work, but
also informs our approach to publishers, agents, and marketing via social media.
During this course we’ll look at questions such as: What does it mean to write
‘authentically’? How can we sound like ourselves? (And for that matter who are we
in the first place?) Be prepared to get philosophical and psychological!
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THE INNER GAME

TR

Tutor: Barbara J Hunt

What do you do when you get yet another rejection letter or big disappointment?
Or even when you get a great opportunity? What do you do when your inner critic
just won’t shut up and leave you alone?
What do you do when all your self-discipline seems to have vanished?
Learning to manage your “monkey mind” and how to deal with the whole spectrum
of emotions that makes us human is a game you can learn how to play better - and
even win!
Knowing the rules of the Inner Game won’t just help you to evolve as a person, but
learning emotional self-mastery will give your writing even more depth, authenticity
and power.

MONDAY

MARKETING & PROMOTION

MCH

Tutor: Lucy Felthouse

A big part of the challenge of marketing and promoting books is the changing
market. What worked six months ago doesn’t always work now, and what works for
your fellow authors might not work for you. It’s easy to get disheartened, to consider
giving it all up. Don’t! Instead, learn how to adapt with the market, figure out
what does work for you and your books, discover new techniques and watch those
sales figures increase!
Topics covered will include:
- social media
- cover art
- paid advertising (including BookBub and Facebook ads)
- Kindle Unlimited
- email newsletters
- street teams
There will also be time for a Q&A session at the end of the course.

WRITING INTIMATE SCENES

BLY1

Tutor: Liz Hurst

Part One. We will look at examples of sex scenes from classic and contemporary
literature, including DH Lawrence, John Cleland, Tiffany Reisz and Anais Nin. In
particular, we will explore the language each author uses in the scene and discuss
its effectiveness. We will also take a humorous look at the infamous Bad Sex Awards,
as featured in the Guardian newspaper, as examples of how not to write about sex.
During the break, delegates will be invited to write a small paragraph about a
memorable kiss.
Part Two. If anyone is brave enough, delegates will be invited to read out their work!
We will look at some of the finer points of writing intimate scenes in your fiction,
including dialogue and the use of profane language.
Finally, we will look at the diversity of sexual relationships, including alternative
lifestyles and gender roles.

3333

POETRY FROM DREAMS

BLY2

Tutor: Joan Harthan

This short course is based on some of the techniques described in my book, ‘Working
With Dreams’. Be sure to bring at least one dream with you.
In the morning session we’ll work as a group using shared dreams as the raw
ingredients for our own unique gourmet dish. Any dream will do but, for the morning
session, chose one with a vivid image or scene that can be described to the rest of
the group in a couple of minutes. We’ll only be able to share dreams in the first half
hour so, depending on how many people participate, this may mean that not
everyone gets to share their dream.
The afternoon session will be a chance to work with your own individual dream.

ILLUSTRATED PICTURE BOOKS

TS

Tutor: Maggie Bolton

Breaking into the picture-book market isn’t easy, particularly if you want to illustrate
your own work or enlist the help of a friend. Mainstream publishers just won’t take a
chance on two unknowns. However, there are other ways. This short course aims to
show just one of them.
Session one will look at picture-book format; what makes a successful picture-book
story; what is involved in the illustration process; is your art-work up to it and if not,
where would you find an illustrator who wouldn’t charge an arm and a leg? We will
look at examples and see what makes them successful.
Session two will look at the nitty-gritty – the advantages of working in partnership;
setting up as a publisher; acquiring ISBN numbers; using a print/graphic designer or
dealing directly with a printer; cost and, most importantly, promoting and selling
your work.

TUESDAY

RESEARCH FOR WRITERS

MCH

Tutor: Kathryn Aalto

Nothing beats writing that transports readers to another place and time. Whether
you write fiction or nonfiction, details shoot writing into the stratosphere with spoton jargon and authenticity in settings, clothing, food, mannerisms, etc. Research is
the key -- that is, any process of looking at documented content outside the self:
articles, books, interviews, guided travel, archival footage, immersion -- and is
anything that introduces to your text external accountability. These two sessions will
focus on how research can be used to enhance the creative potential in any genre.
Kathryn will discuss how research does not need to take a backseat to imagination,
but can be a writer's engine and tool: the pursuit of detail and authenticity can drive
and shape your narratives and writing outlook. For Kathryn, it has led her to the
Hawaiian Islands to retrace the footsteps of the world's greatest plant hunter. It has
led to interviews with Japanese fountaineers, white-gloved photo archivists, and
local barflies. It has led to donning historical costumes to understand their weight
and feel against her skin. Learn how research can provide you with boundaries, give
your narrative form, and establish authority. Kathryn will also share how research has
shaped past and current books including her recent New York Times Best Seller.
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PITCHING

ng

Sweaty palms, tied tongues, and a blank mind; nothing fills most writers with more
terror than the dark art of pitching. However, this workshop will help you craft a
diabolically short pitch that sells your story without the need for torture (unless it’s in
the story!). It will put the thumbscrews on what is really at the beating heart of your
story: invaluable no matter what stage of creation you are with your idea, whether a
first draft, a final draft, or somewhere in between. By the end of the session you’ll
come away with a tighter vision for the story and a killer pitch. Please bring a
specific project in mind and, if you want brownie points, prepare a 75 to 150 word
summary or notes about your story!
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BLY1

Tutor: Benjamin Scott

GRAMMAR

BLY2

Tutor: Geoff Parkes

The first session will deal with common mistakes involving subject and object, e.g.
“you and I” vs. “you and me”, “us writers” vs. “we writers”; misrelated participles;
singulars and plurals (e.g. phenomenon, crisis); defining and non-defining clauses;
misuse of adjectives and adverbs; tautology; problems of number and discord.
The second session will focus on: (1) Punctuation problems: use of commas;
difference between colons, semi-colons and dashes; uses of the apostrophe; when
to use hyphens (2) Confusable word groups , e.g. imply – infer, lay – lie, affect –
effect, moral – morale, disinterested – uninterested.

MINDFULNESS

TR

Tutor: Zana Lamont

Build confidence, overcome writer’s block and procrastination, increase
creative output and become a better proof-reader and editor.
Mindfulness is knowing and responding to what is going on in the moment, it’s
difficult to give an exact prescription for each session, but the loose idea is that
Session One will give an understanding of the neuroscience of Mindfulness and how
we really can change how our brain works. As Mindfulness is experiential by nature
there will be the opportunity to practice a couple of the exercises that help retrain
the brain, so that we respond to challenges in the most beneficial way. We may
even learn not to beat ourselves up quite so much as well! Session Two will involve
doing some writing from a Mindful perspective.

WEDNESDAY
HEROES

MCH

Tutor: Steve Hartley

The first workshop will take a look at what makes a good hero: their strengths, flaws,
and motivations. We’ll breakout into groups and have some fun constructing some
unlikely but utterly believable heroes. In the second session, we’ll send our
protagonists off on their white chargers, Ford Fiestas, or whatever, and look at the
trials and tribulations you must put them through to make us root for them right to the
very end.
35
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LIFE WRITING

BLY1

Tutor: Paul Dodgson

A workshop exploring the grey area between fiction and non-fiction, the space
between truth and lies. It is something that becomes apparent as soon as we start
writing life story, even if only by the things we emphasise and the things we leave
out. As storytellers how are versions of the past distorted by the gravitational forces
of narrative structure? Is it possible, as some writers have claimed, that omission,
editing and conflating of events will make the truth shine more brightly? Actually,
when memory is so selective, can we ever tell the truth and does it even matter?
What do readers expect? We will negotiate this debate with examples and
exercises that put our experience to the test.

COMEDY SKETCH WRITING

BLY2

Tutor: Gordon Robertson

This informal and irreverent course will cover how to write as many different types of
comedy sketch as the tutor can remember. It will delve into the benefits of bad
language, the power of puns, the joy of juxtaposition, and the art of alliteration. It will
also cover one-liners, song parodies, and caption-writing, as well as highlighting the
usefulness of knowing the actors you’re writing for, emphasizing the importance of
titles as a means of standing out from the crowd, listing the shows that are always
looking for material, preparing the writer for the shock of being paid little and
infrequently, and offering tips on how to accept rejection with the minimum of
violence - amongst other invaluable (and occasionally useless) pieces of
information.

PERFORMANCE POETRY

TR

Tutor: Fiona Samuel

Do you believe in the spoken word? If so, this is an opportunity to explore poetry as
performance art. This short course is for absolute beginners but seasoned
performance poets are just as welcome.
The first session will look at performance poetry and how audiences receive it. We
will then look at performance poets such as Maya Angelou, George the Poet and
Neil Hilborn amongst others and their works. There will then be an opportunity to
compose your own performance poetry whether by using your own ideas or from
prompts.
The second session will be a chance to discuss your writing process and to perform
your poetry in front of a supportive audience.

THURSDAY

FLASH FICTION

Tutor: Veronica Bright

MCH

The art of writing a very short but memorable story.
Session 1: What makes flash fiction work? How can you find a subject, or theme?
How do you begin? Can you follow through with a stunning ending? These questions
will be addressed during the morning, and hopefully you’ll be inspired by some short
practical exercises.
36
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Session 2: How can you make your flash fiction stand out from the crowd? With few
words to spare, how can you create characters who seem real? Could you improve
your chance of doing well in a flash competition? Where else could you submit a
flash story? Come along to find out more.

ADVANCED CHARACTERISATION

Tutor: Simon Hall

BLY1

To make sure your characters are convincing, you need to know them as well as
your best friends. We'll work through some tricks and tips to help.
What a character wears can say a lot about them, and we will investigate the
statements various outfits make. We will look at the way they talk, the things they
say which can also provide great insights into the kind of person they are.
We'll play some games to look at a character's attitude to risk, what really matters to
them in life, what their temptations and secrets may be, and how that can help
build up fascinating and driven people to add real drama to your story.
Finally, we'll take your characters out on a date, to see what they wear, where they
choose to go, what they want to eat and drink, and then, if we're lucky, we'll go
home with them to see what that place is like, from their decor to their taste in
music.

MURDER INVESTIGATION

BLY2

Tutor: Stuart Gibbon
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The course will cover a number of areas relevant to crime investigation, particularly
murder. Delegates will be taken through a scenario from the discovery of a body
through to the arrest of a suspect and their subsequent police detention. During this
process they will be given the opportunity to express their views and ask questions
throughout. The scenario will start with initial steps at the scene of a crime, who is
likely to be called out and discussion around the critical early stages of investigation.
The type of enquiries which the police may carry out to identify a suspect will be
outlined and, following that identification, how that person may be located and
arrested. Custody procedures including search and seizure of evidence, medical
examination and interviewing will be discussed in detail together with the types of
forensic evidence and their potential importance in such an investigation.

SELF PUBLISHING

Tutor: Malcolm Chisholm

TR

Self-publishing is well within the ability of anyone who has a working knowledge of
web-surfing and word-processing (especially find and replace, use of tabs,
formatting, and using styles). The aim of the course is to help you get your work
published both in print and on-line.

Session 1: The D-I-Y publisher. Importance of accuracy. Print book publishing, source
file requirements, how it works on-line.
Session 2: E-book publishing, differences from print books, source file requirements,
how it works on-line. The sessions are a mixture of talks and demonstrations. There
won’t be time for any practical work so delegates MUST be familiar with
computers/word processors, and especially the use of styles. There’s a lot to fit in
two hours so please be prompt!
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HOUR SESSIONS
SUNDAY

16:00 – 17:00

PAGE TO STAGE BRIEFING – Liz Hurst

MCH

JOURNALISM & CREATING THE SWANWICK STANDARD PART I

BLY1

See page 13.

Tutor: Simon Hall
In this one hour session, Simon will cover all the basics of journalism. That's from
headlines, to the all important opening sentence, the substance and details of your
story, how to interview and get good quotes, and also a mention of photography.
At the end of the session, you will have all you need to know for your homework; to
find and write a story for the Swanwick standard, our own newspaper which we will
produce later in the week.

RUNNING A CREATIVE WRITERS’ GROUP

BLY2
Tutor: Paul Beatty
The Storyteller’s Place: a case study in running a Creative Writers’ Group.
When the writing group that Paul Beatty was a member of in Stockport folded in late
2015 he was faced with a choice: have nowhere to test his writing or form a new
group. The result was The Storyteller’s Place which has now been running for a little
over a year. In the year, he has built up a committed group with a wide range of
standards and interests into which new members integrate well. Paul will talk about
the group’s successes and failures, how to check self-opinionated members, setting
clear aims for the group, and the need for a balance of exercises, teaching, and
critiquing.

MONDAY

BLY1

WRITING FOR COMPETITIONS

Tutor: Ingrid Jendrzejewski
Have you ever considered entering writing competitions but don’t know where to
start? Have you had some contest experience but would like to up your game? This
workshop is designed to help you move from the slush pile into the shortlist – and
beyond – no matter what your starting point.
We’ll cover the dos and don’ts of contest submissions, strategies for both themed
and non-themed contests, tips on how to find the right competitions for your work,
and practical exercises that will help you plan, draft, and edit your contest entries.
You’ll also have an opportunity to put everything we cover into practice;
participants will be invited to submit work to a mini competition, complete with
prizes. If you have a piece of writing (prose or poetry) that you’d like to get
competition-ready, do bring it along, but this isn’t a requirement for the workshop.

CREATIVE DRINKING

BLY2
Tutor: Les Baynton
The idea of this short course is to see our British institution - the pub - as a creative
stimulus for short stories, poetry and perhaps as a venue for a creative event. The
pub itself in its many forms, and the characters found inside can provide this
stimulus.
38
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The course will include sample readings and give opportunities for writers to produce
their own such poetry, stories and plots. There might be a short beer tasting, and the
story of the Derby Beer King.

WEDNESDAY

JOURNALISM & CREATING THE SWANWICK STANDARD PART II

BLY 1

Tutor: Simon Hall
We will look at how to use the media to promote yourself as a writer, including
picking an alluring angle on your work, drafting and sending out press releases, and
engineering photo opportunities which will interest journalists.

EDITING ESSENTIALS

BLY2
Tutor: Hazel Prior
Love it or loathe it, editing is a must for all writers. Essential editing skills transform even
the dullest writing - and may make the difference between acceptance and
rejection. This workshop explores ways to tighten plot, to make the language sing
and to draw the reader in. From first to final stages of editing we will tackle the tricky
question of what to add and what to subtract. We’ll also dissect some passages and
experiment with effective word choice. Bring your thinking cap… and your red pen!
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EVENING ENTERTAINMENT
AFTER DINNER SPEAKERS

TUE
20:20

We ask that all delegates are seated in the MAIN CONFERENCE HALL by 20:20 (ten minutes
BEFORE the Guest Speaker arrives) The Vice Chairman will announce any programme
changes/notices during this time. Please do not be late! Once the Speaker has started
speaking, you will not be allowed in the hall – and we wouldn’t want you to miss out.

PLEASE SWITCH OFF YOUR MOBILE PHONE - or at least turn it to SILENT!
The last 10-15 minutes are normally reserved for questions and then the speaker is escorted out
of the hall by the Chairman. Please remain seated until the speaker has left the hall. Unless
invited, please do not approach speakers with samples of your work and do not make audio or
video recordings of the talks. Some speakers will go directly from the hall to THE VINERY, for a
book signing session. If you have purchased a book and would like it signed, please make your
way there as quickly as you can.

SATURDAY – STEPHEN BOOTH
Our opening speaker for Swanwick 2017 is Stephen Booth. Stephen is an award
winning UK crime writer, the creator of two young Derbyshire police detectives, Ben
Cooper and Diane Fry, who have appeared in sixteen (his latest book - Secrets of
Death - was out in May this year) novels set in the Peak District. His first Cooper and
Fry novel, Black Dog, was the named by the London Evening Standard as one of the
six best crime novels of the year - the only book on their list written by a British author.
For more information see:
www.stephen-booth.com

SUNDAY – SOPHIE HANNAH
Our Sunday evening speaker, Sophie Hannah, is an international best selling writer of
psychological crime fiction published in 32 languages and 51 territories. In 2014, with
the blessing of Agatha Christie’s family and estate, Sophie published a new Hercule
Poirot novel, The Monogram Murders, which was a bestseller in more than 15
countries. In September 2016, her second Poirot novel, Closed Casket, was published
and became an instant Sunday Times top ten bestseller. Sophie has also published
two short story collections and five collections of poetry, the fifth of which was shortlisted for the T.S. Eliot Award.
www.sophiehannah.com

MONDAY – CATHY CASSIDY
Cathy Cassidy is one of the UK's top-selling children's authors. She was an art
teacher, a magazine editor and an agony aunt before becoming a full-time writer.
She has worked at Shout magazine and previously at Jackie. Cathy tours extensively
around the UK - meeting over 10,000 young readers in 2012. She has twice won the
prestigious 'Queen of Teen' award. Cathy lives in Merseyside with her husband, two
dogs and a cat.
www.cathycassidy.com
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TUESDAY - IN CONVERSATION WITH...
SWANWICK’S very first CHAT SHOW hosted by Simon Hall.
Tonight we hear from not just one writer but four as Swanwick presents it’s very own
Chat Show. Hosted by crime writer and BBC reporter, Simon Hall, this very special
evening will see Simon in conversation with authors Sue Moorcroft, Jon Mayhew and
Steve Hartley. We are promised an evening of anecdotes, information, and
inspiration. Not to be missed!

WEDNESDAY – IMOGEN COOPER
Imogen Cooper was previously Editorial Director for Chicken House Publishing. She
remains Senior Editor for Chicken House, but has taken a step back from her
managerial role to develop the Golden Egg Academy and concentrate on the
thing she loves best: supporting talented writers.
At Chicken House she helped many debut authors achieve their potential. In 2010
she received the only award for editors in this country, the Branford Boase Award.
www.goldeneggacademy.co.uk/the-team/imogen-cooper

OTHER EVENING ENTERTAINMENT
SATURDAY

WHAT ARE YOU WRITING NOW?

21:30

ICE BREAKER

21:30

Everyone is welcome to join Katherine Bolton in the TISSINGTON ROOM in Lakeside to
share what they are currently working on.
Come along to the MAIN CONFERENCE HALL and join in with this informal and fun
interactive workshop - no experience needed! Theme for this year is the Rime of The
Ancient Mariner.
Hosted by Julia Pattison.

SUNDAY

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ

21:30

POETRY OPEN MIC

21:30

Come and test your General Knowledge! We are looking for teams of four – six who
will be put to the challenge in this fun and easy (well, relatively!) quiz night. There will
be prizes for the best team. Held in the MAIN CONFERENCE HALL. Bring a drink and
come and join in! Everyone welcome!
Hosted by Joy Bounds.
Calling all poets! Our ‘open mic’ session held in the MAIN LOUNGE is a fantastic
opportunity to share your work with other poets or, if you’re not a poet, this is an
ideal opportunity to be entertained. Bring a drink, find a seat and enjoy this relaxed
and informal read-around. If you would like to read, please put your name down on
the list in the VINERY.
See Alison Chisholm or Les Baynton for more information.

4141

MONDAY

PROSE OPEN MIC

21:30

This special addition to the Evening Entertainment Programme is for all those who
consider their work to fall somewhere between Poetry and Song. Our new Prose
Open Night will be held in the MAIN LOUNGE and offers a brilliant opportunity to
share your work with others. If you would like to read (up to 300 word/five minutes
max), please put your name down on the list in the VINERY. If you just like to listen
and watch – then why not grab yourself a drink from the bar, find a comfortable
seat and enjoy this relaxed and informal session.
See Jennifer Wilson or Mark Iveson for more info.

FANCY DRESS DISCO

22:00

We always hold a themed Fancy Dress Disco during the week and this year we are
hoping to see some fancy Cowboys & Cowgirls as the theme is THE WILD, WILD WEST.
We encourage everyone to get into the spirit, although you’re just as welcome to
join us for a boogie even if you don’t want to dress up. There is a brilliant FANCY
DRESS SHOP called Jolly Jesters located in the local village. We have negotiated
special rates for delegates and if you book and pre-pay for your costume, they will
deliver it to the Hayes on Monday morning during coffee and collect your costume
the following morning at the same time. You can contact Jolly Jesters on: 01773 609
616 or see their website: www.jollyjesters.co.uk. Please quote ‘WRITING’ to get your
special discount. The disco is held in THE VINERY – next to the bar.

TUESDAY

BUSKERS’ NIGHT

21:30

Our Buskers Night is arguably our most popular evening event. It is operated on an
OPEN MIC basis and if you would like to sing or play, please put your name down on
the list on the NOTICE BOARD in the VINERY. All performers are invited to perform at
least ONE song – perhaps two, but this depends on time and popularity. We are
looking for people who can sing and/or play and entertain us – everyone is
welcome! A PA is provided if you need one and we have a few talented ‘resident’
guitar/instrument players who would be happy to accompany you if you so wish. If
you’re not a performer, but like to watch – then bring a drink, find a seat and come
along and enjoy the show. Newcomers are most welcome! We will be in the MAIN
LOUNGE - right next to the bar. Led by Mark Iveson.

WEDNESDAY

PAGE TO STAGE PERFORMANCES

21:30

The Page To Stage plays that were cast on Tuesday are performed tonight in the
MAIN CONFERENCE HALL after the evening speaker. (You will have time to get
yourself a drink from the bar first!) PAGE TO STAGE is a very popular and enjoyable
evening, so please come along and support these very special performances. At
the end of the evening, you will be invited to vote for your favourites: BEST ACTOR,
BEST ACTRESS and BEST WRITER/PLAY. The Awards are given out at the FAREWELL on
Thursday evening. Co-ordinator - Liz Hurst.
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THURSDAY

DREGS PARTY

18:00 – 19:00

SWANWICK AWARDS & FAREWELL

20:30 – 21:15

On Thursday evening we traditionally hold a DREGS PARTY on the lawn in front of the
main house (weather permitting!). If it’s raining, we hold it the MAIN LOUNGE /
VINERY. Everyone is invited. Please bring any leftover alcohol (& snacks) that you
have and would like to share. You are also invited to ‘dress-up’ for this event if you
would like to. Posh frocks & clean socks!
Please come along and join us after dinner in the MAIN CONFERENCE HALL for our
last evening. We will be presenting all the winners with their Awards, which includes
all prizes won during the week as well as the Page To Stage ‘Oscars’. We also draw
the RAFFLE for a FREE place next year, plus gift vouchers for the runners up. A fitting
end to what we are sure has been a fantastic week. ☺

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 69th WRITERS’ SUMMER SCHOOL
Held at The Hayes Conference Centre, SWANWICK
THURSDAY 16:00
AGENDA
1.
Chairman’s Introduction
2.
Minutes of the 2016 AGM
3.
Matters Arising (not arising elsewhere)
4.
Election of Officers and Committee
5.
Proposed Amendments to Constitution
6.
Secretary’s Report
7.
Adoption of Secretary’s Report
8.
Treasurer’s Report
9.
Adoption of Treasurer’s Report
10.
70th Writers Summer School
11.
Any Other Business
COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

Any delegate may stand for Committee if they meet the following criteria:
They must have attended the School on at least FOUR occasions within the
preceding TEN years, including the School at which they have been nominated and
the IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING school. Nominations must:
1. Be signed by the Nominee
2. Include the signatures of a Proposer and a Seconder

43 43

3. Be left at the CONFERENCE OFFICE before 14:00 on TUESDAY
Further information, a copy of the 2016 AGM Minutes, the School’s Constitution, the
balance sheet for year ending 30th September 2016 are posted on the NOTICE
BOARD in THE VINERY and in the INFORMATION ROOM.
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
There are two amendments proposed to Clause 13: Sub-clause 2(d) Amend to allow
committee members to stay on the committee for 4 years instead of 3, allowing
continuity and progression from member to officer with less disruption. Sub-clause
2(e) Amend qualification for committee nomination to 3 years out of the last 7, to
enlarge the pool of prospective committee members. Full revised wording can be
found on the notice board in the Vinery or by emailing the secretary at:
secretary@swanwickwritersschool.org.uk.

2016-17 COMMITTEE
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CHAIRMAN – Cathy Grimmer

Cathy’s day job is a tax consultant and she has been in the tax business since she
was 17. She joined Ripon Writers’ Group in 2007 and started writing short stories and
humorous poetry. Since writing her second play for Swanwick 2014 (her first ever play
having been co-written with Benjamin Scott whilst at Swanwick 2013), she has
developed a taste for play-writing. Cathy performs with her local musicals society
and enjoys walking in the beautiful Yorkshire countryside. She first came to Swanwick
in 2008.
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VICE CHAIRMAN - Maria Hennings Hunt

Ma

SECRETARY - Pauline Hallam Mason

Jon

Maria is both a successful published writer and a fully qualified dance teacher. She
worked in publishing for over 20 years, spending 13 years with Travel Trade
Gazette, the leading UK based travel trade weekly newspaper before moving onto
the travel team at The Daily Express. Maria went freelance in 1999, specialising in
writing holiday brochures, copy for the travel industry and short stories for the
women’s press - whilst at the same time qualifying as a dance teacher. She now runs
her own SE London based dance school called Dance Generation and still writes in
her spare time. Maria first came to Swanwick in 1992.
Pauline has had two careers: one in business in Nottingham and the other teaching
Women’s Studies and Feminist Theory for the University of Maine. The changeover
from business and academic writing to creative writing has been a long process of
education and Swanwick Writer’s Summer School has been her mentor, tutor and
inspiration for the past nine years. Her edited translation of Bird Cherries a memoir by
an Armenian woman of her sixteen years in Stalin’s Gulag was recently published in
the journal ‘Fundamental Armenology’. She has also edited her three novels written
during previous Nanowrimos.

TREASURER – Lesley Deschner

Lesley has been a keen writer for many years and is part of the group, LiterEight eight wonderful and mature women from Ayrshire - with whom she has produced
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three anthologies of poems and short stories. She has written several short plays,
sometimes working in tandem with Helena Sheridan, another member of LiterEight
and has acted with two local theatre companies showcasing new plays. Lesley is a
previous Secretary of the Summer School (2013/2014) and is currently working
towards a Postgraduate Diploma in Person-Centred Counselling at the University of
Strathclyde.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Phil Collins

Phil has been coming to Swanwick since 2006 and is looking forward to celebrating
his twelfth Swanwick year as part of the Committee. With a background in
engineering and technical writing, Swanwick has provided new opportunities to
develop other writing directions. He’s been a regular contributor to Page to Stage
and the final night’s entertainment over the past two years.

Liz Hurst

Liz took up writing erotic short stories for a giggle amongst friends in 2012 and has
never looked back. She has since published some of that work under the
pseudonym of Kitty Mulholland. She also writes the Lost Souls series of time-slip
romance novellas under her own name. She runs a small business editing and
proofreading for independent authors. In 2016, she took up the post of Archivist at
the Swanwick Writers’ Summer School. Liz is in charge of organising the Book Room
this year as well as being part of the Page to Stage team.

Mark Iveson

A civil servant for over 20 years and a former Northumberland League badminton
player, Mark is the author of the non-fiction book Cursed Horror Stars. He is also a
regular contributor to the movie webmag Shadowlocked. Other magazines he has
written for include Bite Me, Up Front and The Geneva Times. With the publication of
his book, Mark has been giving several talks around the North East. A Swanwick
regular since 2008, Mark is a keen musician who runs his own buskers night in
Newcastle as well as performing at other local pubs and other venues. He has run
the popular Swanwick buskers’ night since 2011. He is also an avid movie fan.

Jonathan Higgs

Jonathan is still relatively new to the Swanwick experience, having first heard about
it during a fantasy writing weekend in early 2013. Finding that Swanwick is at least as
surreal and compelling an alternative world as most of those found in speculative
fiction, he’s been back each year since, increasingly and accidentally doing
important jobs, like moving chairs. On the rare and special occasions that Jonathan
completes his jobs list sufficiently fully to reach ‘Writing!’ (triple circled and
underlined) he tends to produce either play scripts or the next syllable or two of a
novel draft which, at this point, may be slightly older than he is. He also enjoys acting
and directing, when he gets the chance. In what we commonly agree to be the
real world, Jonathan is a teacher.
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COMMITTEE ASSISTANTS
John & Zana Lamont

Host & Hostess to the Speakers

John and Zana Lamont have been coming to Swanwick as happy attendees for a
long time. Over the years John has been a committee member, workshop leader,
course leader and a main speaker. Zana has led workshops, courses and many
relaxation sessions, helping Swanickers keep their excitement in check.

Andrew Shephard

Webmaster

Our Webmaster Andrew Shephard, is always happy to receive photos for and
feedback on the www.swanwickwritersschool.org.uk web pages. The website is
becoming a writers’ resource and a great way to get advance news on the tutors
and programme. Andrew links up with the Tweet Team and the Facebook group to
help spread the word about the Writers' Summer School. Having previously written
non-fiction for professional and lifestyle magazines, Andrew caught the fiction bug
five years ago and now can't stop writing novels.

Rachel Contini

Newsletter Editor

Rachel has spent a lifetime in various customer service roles and has learnt little bits
about lots of things, including the wonderful quirks and ticks of the Great British
Public which has given her a bottomless reservoir of material for writing. She is now a
qualified NLP practitioner and runs courses on manifesting and goal-setting. Rachel
is standing down this year, so we are looking for a new Editor..... any takers?
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